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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
(7:10 p.m.)

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Good evening, ladies and
gentlemen. I'm Jerrily Kress, Chairperson of the Zoning
Commission for the District of Columbia. Joining me this
evening are Commissioners Herbert Franklin, Anthony Hood and
Angel Clarens.

I declare this continued public hearing open.

The case that is the subject of this hearing is
case number 98-16C, a consolidated PUD and related map
amendment at Oxon Cove proposed by the Correction Corporation
of America.

The Commission conducted public hearings for
this case on November 16th and November 19th, 1998. Following
a revision of the application, an additional hearing was held
on May 17, 1999. 1In the CCA's current revised application,
the PUD site comprises only the 42 acre National Park Service
Oxon Cove parcel of land.

The four acre D.C. impoundment lot parcel
included in the original application has been eliminated. The
NPS land is currently unzoned and undeveloped. The applicant
is requesting that this unzoned land be zoned M, which is
general industry, to facilitate the construction of the
proposed PUD.

The CCA currently proposes to develop the site

with state of the art correctional -- with a state of the art
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correctional complex which would house 1,280 District of
Columbia inmates, along with inmate job training and work
programs and facilities.

The complex would be constructed and operated by
CCA pursuant to a contract with the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

Notice of today's hearing was published in the
D.C. Register on September 25, 1998 and the Washington Times
on October 1, 1998.

The notice was revised and was published in the
D.C. Register on May 14, 1999, the Associated Press Metro Desk
on May 7th, the Washington Post May 6th, the Washington Post
Metro Desk May 6th, the Washington Times and the Washington
Times Metro Desk May 6th, the Common Denominator on May 7th,
the Informer May 6th, and the Prince Georges Journal on May 6,
1999.

This hearing, as well as the previous and
subsequent hearing sessions, if a subsequent hearing session
is needed in this case, will be conducted in accordance with
the provisions of 11 DCMR 3022.

During the previous hearings on the case, the
Zoning Commission determined which individuals and
organizations would be recognized as parties. As a result of
that initial determination, no additional request for party
status will be considered.

The order of procedure will be as follows:

first, preliminary matters; next, report of the Advisory
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Neighborhood Commission 8D; next, parties and persons in
support; and next, parties and persons in opposition.

The following time limits will be imposed on all
oral presentations: for parties, 15 minutes; for
organizations, five minutes; and for individuals, three
minutes.

Due to the extremely large number of individuals
wishing to testify in this case, the Commission intends to
adhere to these time limits as strictly as possible in order
to hear the case in a reasonable period of time.

In addition, the Commission reserves the right
to change the time limits if necessary. No time shall be
seeded. No disruptions from the audience will be tolerated.
Anyone disrupting these proceedings will be removed from the
building and not allowed to testify.

Finally, no photos with flash will be permitted
throughout the proceedings. The press set up must be in the
press designated area in the front of the room.

Those presenting testimony should be brief and
non-repetitive. If you have a prepared written statement,
please give copies to staff and orally summarize the
highlights only. Please provide these copies of your
statement before beginning your oral presentation.

Each individual appearing before the Commission
must complete two identification cards and give them to the

reporter at the time you make your statement. If these
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guidelines are followed, the record in this case can be
developed within a reasonable length of time.

The decision of the Zoning Commission in this
case will be based exclusively on the record. To avoid any
appearance to the contrary, the Commission requests that the
parties, counsel and witnesses not engage the commissioners in
conversation during any recess or at the conclusion of the
public hearing sessions.

The staff will be available to discuss any
procedural questions.

All individuals who wish to testify and have not
been sworn in at the previous hearing session, please rise to
take the oath.

(Whereupon, the witnesses were sworn.)

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

The first preliminary matter is one I would like
to discuss. At our previous hearing, the parties in
opposition spoke and maintained one area of the room and then
cross examined together, if you will.

I wanted to ask if it was the preference of the
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 8D to share with the other
parties in opposition -- this is out of order -- their
presentation, or whether they would rather make their own
presentation and have the other parties in opposition make
their own presentation later today?

So my question is for the representatives of the
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ANC-8D.

MS. FREEMAN: Good evening.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Good evening.

MS. FREEMAN: It's all right for the other
persons in the -- in opposition to make their presentation.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: The other parties?

MS. FREEMAN: Other parties, vyes.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: And are they represented
here this evening?

MS. FREEMAN: As far as I know, yes.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: You might identify yourself.
I think we need to do that -- again, for the record, to
identify ourselves even though you have been here before. But
for the record, to identify yourself and state your address
for the record.

MS. FREEMAN: Okay, my name is Winifred Freeman.
I'm Chairman of ANC-8D, and I live at 97 Elmira Street, S.W.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

MS. IJAMES: My name is Robin Ijames. I'm
President of the Wingates Tenant Association, also Executive
Director of Exchanging Violence With Values, Incorporated;
4660 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.W., the Wingates.

MR. KINLOW: My name is Eugene Dewitt Kinlow. I
reside at 3952 Second Street, S.W. I'm a member of the Far
Southwest Civic Association for a Better Community and the

Ward 8 Coalition.
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CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

With that, if you're all in agreement, then we
will allow you all your presentation as the ANC-8D and other
parties in opposition, and you may begin your presentation.

MS. FREEMAN: Thank you.

Good evening, Chairman Kress, ladies and
gentlemen of the Zoning Commission, and audience.

My name is Winifred Freeman and I am here as
chairman --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Oh, just a minute. I'm
sorry. It seems there is another preliminary matter I have
forgotten.

MS. GIORDANO: Yes, I apologize. We had a
couple of preliminary matters ourselves, if I might.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: I can't hear you. I'm
sorry.

MS. GIORDANO: Can you hear me now?

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Yes, better.

MS. GIORDANO: We had a couple of preliminary
matters, 1f we could. We have with us this evening the former
mayor of our city who would like to make a statement. He
would have made that statement last time as part of our case,
but he was in Africa at the time.

And I'm requesting the opportunity for him to
speak now, if he could. He's been on a plane for an extended

period and would like to leave after his statement, if that's
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possible.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: What is your -- is that all
right with the parties in opposition? Colleagues?

COMMISSIONER CLARENS: Mr. Barry will be
testifying as part of the applicants,

MS. GIORDANO: Yes.

COMMISSIONER CLARENS: -- and he was not here
last time --

MS. GIORDANO: That's correct. He was out of
the country.

COMMISSIONER CLARENS: -- because he was out of
the country. So what she is requesting is that he testify as
part of the applicant. I don't have any problem with that.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: All right, thank you.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: I don't have any problem.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Did you?

MR. COLBY: No, I've got one more matter before
you start.

MS. GIORDANO: Okay, we also --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: We have determined that our
former mayor will be able to testify and complete the
applicant's testimony prior to the ANC.

MS. GIORDANO: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Did you have another matter?

MS. GIORDANO: Yes, we also had, at the end of

the session -- at the end of our presentation last time, a
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number of questions from the Commission and a number of
requests. One was for the submission of the lighting site
plan, which I have this evening and I'd like to submit.

There were also a couple of other questions that
we would like to respond to very briefly after the Mayor's
statement.

MS. FREEMAN: Excuse me, Chairman Kress.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: We're having problems
hearing. I'm getting some reverberation and a lot of feedback
as compared to the other evening. I don't know if you're
having trouble, but I'm not getting the information as well.

MS. GIORDANO: Would you like me to repeat
myself?

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Once more, maybe a little
slower.

Is it possible to turn the volume on the mic at
the applicant's table up?

MS. GIORDANO: That sounds loud to me. Is that

all right?

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Much better.

MS. GIORDANO: Okay. Our second request is
there were a few questions -- I think just about three

questions we'd like to cover that the commission asked at the
end of our presentation that we have some additional
information on that we'd like to start with because I think it

would clarify for the Commission and the other parties as well
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a number of issues that came up in our presentation.

The first one was the lighting site plan, which
we'd like to submit at this time. And then there were a
couple of other questions that we would like to address after
the Mayor's statement.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: All right. Any other
preliminary matters?

MS. GIORDANO: No.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: All right.

Mr. Colby, did you have some preliminary
matters?

MR. COLBY: Yes. I'm not sure this is the right
time to do it, but the Commission asked the Office of Planning
to submit the written testimony from our consultants --
economic consultants, Stewart Patz, which we've got ten copies
of, and also a large map of the D.C. Village area which we
could put up, but if I can figure out how to get it up, which
might be helpful to the Commission.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: That would be fine. Yes, if
you could find a way to mount it for the purposes of the
hearing this evening, then we can refer to it. And then if
you would also pass out the --

MR. COLBY: And we have smaller copies of the
map here for the Commission.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: All right, great. If you

could work with our staff to see to it we receive those
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things.

MS. FREEMAN: Excuse me, Chairman Kress.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: I'm sorry.

MS. FREEMAN: I believe you asked if we would
like to reorder the agenda for tonight, and we respectfully
declined. We would like to go ahead with our testimony and
then, 1if time permits, allow the applicant to enter any other
information they want into the record.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: I believe that -- we
appreciate your opinion and it is very important to us, but if
there is some additional information that I had forgotten that
we had asked specifically to have and we are going to be
having witnesses testifying and questions for cross
examination, and it appears that it's information that will be
helpful to -- I think you as well, as you present your
testimony and perhaps have concerns or questions about that --
I believe you asked for some experts to also join you this
evening?

I don't know if they are here. I'm assuming
that they or you, yourselves, as experts, would be wanting to
review this information prior to your --

MS. FREEMAN: I believe the experts that were to
be a part of our presentation were a part of the previous
agenda last Monday and I have not been advised of any
additional persons to present -- to be a part of our

presentation tonight.
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CHAIRPERSON KRESS: I'm having trouble with the
mic again. Are we -- is anyone else having trouble?

Can we please get the mic turned up on the ANC
parties in opposition table? Just do test first and see if
it's working.

MS. FREEMAN: Testing, testing.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: That's much better.

MS. FREEMAN: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: I'm sorry.

Well, I have ruled that we are going to go ahead
and allow a brief statement by our former Mayor to complete
the applicant's case and briefly to introduce the additional
information because the bulk of the evening is reserved for
your testimony in opposition, and I want to make sure we have
plenty of time to hear and make sure we have the fullest
presentation.

MS. FREEMAN: Okay, then we would like to
reserve the privilege of doing cross examination also.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Absolutely.

MS. FREEMAN: And get a copy of his written
statement.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

Any other preliminary matters? Seeing none, I
will then move to our former Mayor's statement for the

evening.
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MR. BARRY: Good evening, Madame Chairperson and
members of the Commission.

I'd like to enter my full statement as a matter
for the record.

My name is Marion Barry, Jr. My address is 161
Raleigh Street, S.E. in Ward 8. 1I've lived in Ward 8 for at
least seven years, and lived east of the river for more than
20 years. And as you all are aware, I was mayor of our great
city for some 16 years, and therefore I'm very familiar with
the issues surrounding the application.

I'm appearing tonight to voice strong support of
the application by CCA to develop a correctional and
rehabilitation facility at Oxon Cove. Before I
continue, let me commend the Commission for taking time to
listen to as many views as you possibly can with the number of
hearings going on. The public has a right to hear all of
this.

As the Commission knows, I have been fully
supportive of building correctional facilities in the District
of Columbia. I believe it is in the District's best interest
to house inmates close to their families. Studies have shown
that we either have two choices.

We can let people who have been convicted and
sent to prison by the D.C. Courts to languish in jail and do
nothing, don't rehabilitate themselves, become more hardened

criminals, come back to the community and prey upon all of us,
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commit more crimes and go back to jail.

Or, we can take the rehabilitative approach
where we try to offer programs such as Lifeline and others
where those who have addictive problems can get straightened
out. Those who have other kind of socialization needs can be
straightened out and then also be closer to their families and
their ministers.

It takes six hours -- at least seven hours to
travel to Youngstown, Ohio, for instance. And it is very rare
that any minister, on a consistent basis, is going to take
that time every week to go. My own pastor went to Youngstown,
Reverend Wilson, and it took him almost a half a day just
flying there and coming back.

So studies have shown when men and women who
are incarcerated are close to home where their families can
talk to them, where members of their clergy can visit them,
where others who are advocates for their rehabilitation can
see them, it is far more a good opportunity to do so.

Besides, Madame Chairperson, every other state,
whether it's Virginia, Maryland, houses their inmates in their
borders. You don't find Virginia sending people all over the
country, Maryland doing the same thing.

Now, obviously we are land locked. We don't
have as much land as we need, and therefore we do have to have
some facilities outside of the District. But most of the

facilities ought to be in the District and not just with
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prisoners.

As you may recall, I led the efforts to
deinstitutionalize Forest Haven. 1,250 mentally retarded
persons, "out of sight, out of mind," in Maryland was brought
to the District in group homes where they could be close to
their families, their loved ones, etc.

Same thing is true of St. Elizabeth's. We
deinstitutionalized that. So I've been consistent in my
approach since I've been in public office that we are to take
care of our own. It is immoral and inhumane to send these men
and women all over the country away from their families.

Now, they're being punished by being given
certain sentences in jail. Additional punishment should not
be the long distance that they have to travel. Something as
simple as a phone call costs more from Youngstown, Ohio or
from Pennsylvania or West Virginia or New Mexico than it does.

So, from a rehabilitation point of view, we need
these men and women in the District of Columbia.

Also, we need to look at the economic impact of
this facility. And there are those who say well, let's do
economic development in Ward 8. And I live in Ward 8 and I
agree, we need it. But it's not either/or, it's both.

We can continue to do all we can to have
economic development in Ward 8, at the same time build this
correctional facility. In fact, as you may recall last week,

H.R. Crawford, who's a businessman who just opened up the
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Walter Washington Estates, strongly supports this effort.

This application will have no adverse effect on
the businesses or residents, in my view, in Ward 8. Now, I
know a few of my neighbors in Ward 8 oppose this project. I
understand that and respect their views.

But fortunately, they're in the minority. The
people I've talked to, not only in Ward 8, but throughout the
city, support this facility in this site at Oxon Cove. But
more importantly, other states are trying to get the District
to send their prisoners to their states so that jobs can be
maintained in those states.

In fact, in Youngstown, the congressman there
wants an addition of 2,500 beds built because the economics of
450 jobs. And Ward 8 has the highest unemployment rate of any
in the city: some 13% among adults, and some 60% among
teenagers.

We need these jobs in Ward 8. And obviously
D.C. residents are not going to travel to Virginia, not going
to travel to -- I mean to West Virginia or Pennsylvania to
work. So, from a rehabilitation point of view, from a job
point of view, and just from a moral point of view, we ought
to keep in mind that we're there.

I walked that site and the only thing I see next
to it is the city's impoundment lot, as you can see by that
map up there, and rats and stray dogs, and the architect of

the capital's flower house, and that's the closest thing that
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you're going to get in terms of anything being affected.

But certainly the people on the top of the hill
at Wingate House and others will barely even see the facility
except from high up in the apartments. I was coming in here -
- I met a gentleman from Prince Georges. He said we oppose
it, too.

You can't even see the facility except from 295.
You certainly can't see it from Oxon Cove itself because
there's water there and then you see the Wilson Bridge. And
so that's not a good idea.

Also, I know that there are those who say "not
in my backyard." Build it anywhere except in the District.

Or built it anywhere except in my backyard. Some of the same
people who are opposing this took the same attitude about
group homes when you had four mentally retarded young people
being placed in our neighborhood.

They fought that. And that's again a myopic and
antiquated, archaic view of 1life. We have to take care of our
own. These people are going to come back into our community
at some point, either prey upon us or be helpful to society.

Also, Madame Chairperson and members of the
Commission, we ought to certainly look at this very, very
carefully. There's no other competing interest in this land.
Nobody has filed an application to put anything there at all.

In fact, when I was mayor, we put out three or

four RFPs to try to get people to come to the D.C. Village
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area. We got none there. We've depopulated D.C. Village
itself. And so this is to me an ideal site to put this
project.

It has rehabilitative implications, as well as
job implications.

The other thing, Madame Chairperson, which is
puzzling to me is that the Office of Planning, in November,
recommended this as an outstanding place, outstanding site to
put this facility.

But, for no other reason than this doesn't fit
into the present philosophy or the present administration was
this opinion changed, this recommendation changed. I don't
think it meets the standards of this Commission where you can
just change your mind about something as far as land use,
which is what this is about, based on it doesn't fit into the
economic development philosophy of the present administration.

Also, there are those who complain this is a
prison run by private sector. This is in line with the
Memorandum of Understanding that was signed by the city
government and the Federal Government. I signed it. Twelve
members of the City Council signed it.

And so the reason that this is going forward in
this manner is that this is part of the Memorandum of
Understanding where the Federal Bureau of Prisons has to put
at least 2,000 people in their facilities privately managed.

I happen to support that effort. Also, since
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we're talking about private management, this CTF, this
Correction Treatment Facility, is managed by the Corrections
Corporation of America.

It is the only accredited institution in the
whole D.C. Department of Corrections, which means this is
similar to a university where you get accredited for having
certain high standards.

Lorton is not accredited. D.C. Jail is not
accredited. So those who say the private sector can't manage
well ought to look at the CTF and see that this is working; in
some instances, a lot better than our public sector is doing.

So I want to support this application; urge the
Commission, after deliberating, to come to the conclusion that
this land ought to be rezoned in order for this facility to be
built. We need it in Ward 8. The families of the young men
and women who are in jail need it.

And let me also say, Madame Chairperson and
members of the Commission, that again it's just inhumane to
send women who are already incarcerated, who already have
serious drug and alcohol problems, who have problems relating
to their family -- and most of these women have children --
thousands or hundreds of miles away from their children.

It's enough to try to explain to your son or
daughter why you're in jail, but then they can't visit ever.
That's just disruptive to the family. In my view, we ought to

keep family together. And inmates are human beings, too.
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They shouldn't be treated like dogs or some
throw aways where you can just shove them around anywhere you
want to go. And those who oppose this are living in the past.
And even though I respect their views, it's not in the future.

So again, I urge the Commission to support this
after listening to all the testimony. And finally, I think
CCA has made an effort to share its design with the community,
to share its views about how it wants to bring in education,
other activities as part of this overall development.

I look forward to a day of looking over, driving
down by that site and seeing more than just abandoned cars,
trees, debris, stray cats and stray dogs and maybe some
snakes. And so again, I want to thank you for your listening
and letting me come out of order.

I was out of town at the African-American Summit
last Monday when you had your hearing, so I really appreciate
the opportunity to do this and to again ask you to listen;
but, in the final analysis, to vote favorably to approve this
application.

I think you'll be glad that you did once you do
it.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

Commissioners, questions?

COMMISSIONER HOOD: I just have one gquestion.

Mr. Barry, you know it is said and proven that
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you do better sometimes when you change your environment. Do
you think there is some merit to this -- do you think there's
merit in this -- it has merit in this case?

MR. BARRY: Changing the environment?

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Right. You're better
sometime when you're out of your own environment.

MR. BARRY: Not with prisoners. I certainly
understand your -- that may be true in some instances, but all
the studies that I've seen and all the correctional
authorities would agree with me; that when you have family
members involved with the rehabilitation of prisoners, whether
male or females, when you have ministers and other people who
can go and visit them, when you have an opportunity for them
to reengage themself in the community, it's a far better
rehabilitative process than being hundreds of miles away.

I've talked to family members who want to visit
their sons in Youngstown and either don't have the
transportation to do so or can't take two full days. It takes
almost two days to go on a Saturday. It takes six hours,
seven hours to get up there.

You may visit for four or five hours. If you
want to spend the night, you'wve got to spend additional money
to stay in the motel. Then you go back the next day. And
that's too much of a burden, it seems to me, on these poor
families who usually don't have much money anyway.

But more importantly, Mr. Hood, from a
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rehabilitative point of view, all studies I've seen shows that
it's better to keep them close to them. Well, you change your
environment because you're locked up, and that's a change in
itself, them being able to walk the streets of Washington.

So I think that studies have shown it's better
to keep them close to home.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Also, Mr. Barry, you know
they're proposing to do an M zone, which, the way I look at
it, means anything goes, anything's possible, anything can
take -- can happen on that particular parcel of land.

Would you also feel that maybe it could be down
zoned?

MR. BARRY: Mr. Hood, I certainly understand
your question, but I think with the PUD that's the whole
purpose of the planned unit development is for the Commission
to know in advance what's going to go there.

And so this is not just a put what you want
there. This Commission, as part of the PUD process, can
demand to see the architectural drawing and to know very
specifically what's going there. And the applicant, once it
gets the approval of the Commission, can't deviate or can't go
put some other things there.

So if it were just an open zone then, you're
right. But with a PUD, it is limited.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: But what I'm saying, within

the PUD, they're asking for M zone. They're asking for us to
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zone it an M zone. And I just wanted to find out from you if
it was down zoned, do you see there -- if there are any
problems, that it goes down to a CM1 zone.

I don't know if -- maybe I shouldn't be asking
you that question.

MR. BARRY: I'm not technically able to answer
that question.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Okay.

MR. BARRY: I know a lot about planning, but I
don't know the impact of a down zone on this particular
project into the density and the footprint and the FAR.
Again, I think that it's not open ended.

My understanding is that it's M commercial
zoning and they're prepared to submit to the Commission their
specific plans as to what they put there, a 1,280 bed
correctional treatment facility. And they're going to also
have some private sector involvement, which they'll talk about
a little bit later, I guess.

So I don't see it as open ended.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Okay.

Thank you, Madame Chair. No further questions.

COMMISSIONER CLARENS: I have a brief question
for Mr. Barry.

Mr. Barry, so far the major reason for opposing
that we've heard -- opposing the presence of this facility in

Ward 8 is the issue of the negative image that such a facility
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would contribute to the perception of the quality of life in
Ward 8.

And you're obviously very much aware of the
importance of image, and you might want to perhaps address
this issue. 1Is it perception of harm? Is it perception of
the presence of this doing harm to the --

MR. BARRY: Let me answer the question by
pointing out that, as Mayor, I led the effort to get the City
Council to approve the construction of a new jail at 19th and
D, and also to get the City Council to approve the funding in
the Federal Government for the correctional treatment facility
right in the middle of Capitol Hill.

I think all of us sitting in this room, and I
certainly agree, that the image of Capitol Hill has not been
hurt by the use of facilities there. 1In fact, the property
values around 19th and D and Bay Street and 17th Street and
Massachusetts Avenue, Potomac Avenue, all of those areas,
their property values have increased tremendously since the
facility has been there.

I was driving through the neighborhood the other
day and I saw new families moving in, walking dogs and living
a good kind of lifestyle in the District of Columbia. I
predict the same thing would happen east of the Anacostia
River.

I think the image of Anacostia is not because we

have all of those public facilities there such as St.
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Elizabeth's and others, but because for too long the area has
been neglected by the city government and sort of viewed as a
wasteland.

But things are happening over there now, and I
think the image, as I think Mr. Crawford pointed out last
week, would be enhanced by -- I mean, who wants to see the
impoundment lot? What kind of image is that?

Who wants to see rats and stray dogs and debris
and old car ties? Is that a good image of Ward 8? Of course
not. So I think it will be enhanced, quite frankly, to have a
nice facility where people are working.

But more importantly, the people who work there,
who mostly will come from Ward 8 if they're interested in
working, can begin to buy homes in Ward 8. Because these are
good paying jobs, $30-$35,000. So I think the image would be
enhanced.

I live in Ward 8, so I know a lot about the
people in Ward 8. And we would love -- the majority of us
think the image would be enhanced. Now, if it were a prison
where there were a lot of escapes and it was just barbed wire
everywhere and it look awful, then I would agree.

But look at the CTF. From what I can recall,
there's only been one attempted escape in the last two or
three years, and he killed himself in the process of trying to
escape. So I think the image would be enhanced, quite

frankly.
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Now, that does not mean we shouldn't work as
hard as we can to get other economic development over there.
We need educational activity. We need new businesses in Ward
8. We need a sit down restaurant in Ward 8. We need all of
those things.

So those can go together at the same time.

COMMISSIONER CLARENS: So you're saying that,
everything being equal -- and you cited the example of Capitol
Hill. Capitol Hill has obviously engines of growth and
economic development associated with the Federal Government,
etc., etc., which are already there.

And you're saying that at least the facility
that was built there was not harmful to that area.

MR. BARRY: Absolutely not.

COMMISSIONER CLARENS: But there is no -- but
there was no predisposition or preconceptions about what -- if
there were -- I mean, there are, but they are more positive

than negative. But what I'm hearing so far from the Office of
Planning mostly is that this is going to generate an
additional incremental negative image to what already exists
about east of the river.

MR. BARRY: Mr. Clarens, I don't see why and
how. Because when we first started to try to tear down the
old jail and build a new jail, there was some opposition.

Same discussion. Look at the record. There were those who

say well, this is going to change the image of Capitol Hill by
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putting a new jail, let's move it somewhere else.

And we built -- I led the efforts to build a
CTF, same thing. In fact, we were sued in court by a dear
friend of mine who is now deceased, Flossie Lee, around the
whole image gquestion and negative property values, all those
kind of things.

They lost in court. But the point I'm making is
that some of the same discussions that we have here now about
the image of Capitol Hill are being damaged negatively by the
new CTF or the new jail.

It's almost like a recording. You play it over.
Play it then, you play it now. But the point I'm making is
that that has not happened. The other factors, I know that
made Capitol Hill what it is, but certainly the jail and the
CTF have not lowered property values, have not led to the lack
of safety and security of the neighborhood and the image.

In fact, there's a Metro stop right there where
people come off of the Metro. And without knowing it, most
people would not even know what's back there in terms of the
CTF or the jail. They know that there's a big 'ole
institution somewhere.

So no, I think these are arguments that are
fallacious, to some extent.

COMMISSIONER CLARENS: Okay, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

Any other cross examination?
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At this point, I would like to ask the parties
in opposition if they would like to cross examine Mr. Barry?

Mr. Kinlow.

MR. KINLOW: Mr. Barry, how many years were you
mayor?

MR. BARRY: Sixteen.

MR. KINLOW: How many years were you a council
member from Ward 87

MR. BARRY: Two.

MR. KINLOW: How many single programs have you
initiated in Ward 8 that have generated over 450 jobs in that
time frame?

MR. BARRY: How many?

MR. KINLOW: On page two of your testimony, it
indicates that this will create 450 jobs, but I'm trying to
figure out, since you've been mayor, how many single programs
have you initiated that have created over 450 jobs at one
time?

MR. BARRY: Oh, we have -- I would say not
necessarily all in Ward 8, but certainly east of the river.
If you look at the D.C. Lottery moving to east of the river,
that was a significant number of jobs. Look at 2100 Martin
Luther King Avenue.

MR. KINLOW: I mean specifically in Ward 8.

MR. BARRY: In terms of some part of Ward 8? If

you look at the new shopping center at Naylor Road and

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Alabama, which is right straddle Ward 8, Ward 6 and Ward 7.
The city government lent AEDC $10 million to build that
facility, and there are over 400 jobs, including the Safeway
jobs in that facility.

MR. KINLOW: I think that's in Ward 7.

MR. BARRY: Wait a minute.

MR. KINLOW: I'm sorry.

MR. BARRY: It's straddles, but it attracts
people from Ward 8. We encouraged Lavan Hawkins to build a
Burger King on Alabama Avenue, which creates a significant
number of jobs there. The Parkland Shopping Center was
renovated.

We encouraged and we assisted William C. Smith
in attracting tenants at that particular facility. We
certainly worked, when I was mayor, with H.R. Crawford in the
development of the Walter E. Washington Estates where he's
employing a significant number of people there doing that
work.

The city government lent William C. Smith $3
million dollars to build almost 300 townhouses. A significant
number of construction jobs are being created at Mississippi
and Wheeler Road and 19th Street and Southern Avenue.

Let me keep going. We're doing pretty good
here. Let me see.

MR. KINLOW: Well, --

MR. BARRY: This is off the top of my head.
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See, that's how well I know the ward. I don't have any notes
on that. Let me think for a few minutes and I'll think of
some others in a few minutes as we go forward in Ward 8.

MR. KINLOW: I'm sorry --

MR. BARRY: Also, we encouraged Whitman Walker
to locate their clinic in Ward 8 at those level of precinct,
which is employing a significant -- if we add it all up, there
certainly have been more than 450 jobs -- new jobs created in
Ward 8 as a result of my efforts to get businesses to come to
Ward 8.

We also have a development zone in Ward 8 where
a significant number of businesses have located on Martin
Luther King. And so, I think if added up, Mr. Kinlow, you
will find that the number of jobs that have been created in
Ward 8 as a result of my direct intervention or the city
government's loaning money or encouraging people to do so have
been far in excess of 450.

MR. KINLOW: Are you or members of your family a

compensated agent of parties seeking to locate a facility in

Ward 8, --

MR. BARRY: No.

MR. KINLOW: -- a correctional facility?

MR. BARRY: I don't receive any compensation
from CCA.

MR. KINLOW: What is the nature of your

relationship with CCA?
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MR. BARRY: I'm not connected to CCA. I'm a
private citizen advocating this prison. I've advocated -- I
mean the rehabilitation center. I advocated it when I was
mayor and I advocated it when I went out of office.

Even if I were, it wouldn't make any difference.
I'm entitled to work if I want to.

MR. KINLOW: Okay, you indicated that you were
mayor and a council member, an elected official. So you know
of any other elected officials who suppose the prison at Oxon
Cove?

MR. BARRY: I know of a number of former elected
officials.

MR. KINLOW: You indicated on Capitol Hill the
CTF and D.C. Jail, how housing values increased. Are you
saying that housing values increased because there was a
prison there?

MR. BARRY: What I'm saying, there have been
arguments by you all and others who oppose this facility that
the property values of the surrounding neighborhoods would go
down. I've heard that argument.

You've also argued that people would not be safe
and secure in their homes, so I'm answering that. The
property values in the Capitol area have gone up, in fact, and
not gone down. And the safety and security of the
neighborhood has been not a factor in people who move there or

who are buying houses there.
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MR. KINLOW: Do you know what other factors tend
to affect property values over time?

MR. BARRY: Crime. I think when neighborhoods
are plagued with a lot of crime, people tend not to want to
live there, or they want to sell and get out. And if you look
at the statistics around Capitol Hill where the facilities are
located, you don't find that as a big factor and people are
buying or selling houses in that area.

But the location of a prison has not been a
factor in the decision of most people who want to buy in that
neighborhood. I see them all the time. I talk with people.
When I was running for office, I campaigned over there.

In fact, I campaigned right after the lawsuit
was filed and a great majority of the people supported our
efforts. 1In fact, Ms. Lee, as we finished building the
facility, changed her mind and started supporting it, too.

MR. KINLOW: Earlier we talked about perception.
In Ward 8 there's a perception -- well, maybe if you can
answer the question. Which ward would you say has the worst
image?

MR. BARRY: I don't know, I think east of the
river itself.

MR. KINLOW: East of the river, maybe Ward 87

MR. BARRY: Seven and eight. Some part of six.

MR. KINLOW: Would you say that the property

values in Ward 8 are more depressed, all things being equal,
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than any other place in the city?

MR. BARRY: Well, first of all, we have the
lowest home ownership of any ward in the city, less than 20%.
Ward 3 has 65%. And secondly, there's not a lot of selling
and buying of homes in Ward 8. And property values are a
result of supply and demand, as you know.

When there's a great supply, little demand, the
property assessments tend to remain about the same or go down.
When there's a great demand and little supply, they go up.

And I maintained they're going to probably go up a little bit
anyway as a result of these 1,000 new houses going to be built
at Oxon Cove at Walter E. Washington Estates at Knox Hill.

Oh, yeah, I forgot to mention Knox Hill in my
job creation program. Those 164 houses have created a lot of
construction jobs. In fact, I went by the other day and I saw
men working, many of them from Ward 8.

MR. KINLOW: Would you say that one factor that
affects the demand is desirability?

MR. BARRY: Beg pardon?

MR. KINLOW: Would you say that one factor that
affects demand for housing is desirability?

MR. BARRY: Well, desirability is defined in
very concrete terms. In my view, it's crime, it's education,
it's the quality of 1life, it's trash, it's all of that. This
facility is not going to be located even near any residences,

except the ones I mentioned, the impoundment lot and the
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architect of the capital's beautiful flower plant over there.

There's no residents that are going to be
directly adjacent to this facility. 295, the impoundment lot,
the waste water treatment plant, and the architect of the
capital, and Job Corps up to the Hill will be affected, to
some extent.

MS. IJAMES: I have one question. I have one
question, and my name is Robin Ijames. And right now I'm
representing Exchanging Violence With Values, Incorporated.

MR. BARRY: What's your name?

MS. IJAMES: Robin Ijames. And I am
representing Exchanging Violence With Values, Incorporated.

I have one question for you. You said there
were no proposals submitted for the D.C. Village site since
when?

MR. BARRY: Well, I've been trying --

MS. IJAMES: You mentioned no proposals were
submitted for that location?

MR. BARRY: I indicated earlier that, during my
tenure are mayor, we submitted and put out a number of
requests for proposals for any development on that site. We
didn't get anything that was worth looking at.

MS. IJAMES: Okay. Just for the record, in
1993, we submitted a proposal to house youth at risk at D.C.
Village and in 1995.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: We are testifying now, and
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we will --

MS. IJAMES: Thank you.

MR. BARRY: I said that during my tenure. I was
not in office in 1993.

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: Mr. Barry, my name is
Commissioner O.V. Johnson, and I'd like to know could you
define the boundary of the Capitol Hill --

MR. BARRY: Capitol Hill?

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: -- neighborhood, vyes.

MR. BARRY: You know, Capitol Hill keep
expanding. The area around the CTF and the new jail is called
Capitol East now. When I used to live on Capitol Hill,
Maryland Avenue was the boundaries on the north; and
Pennsylvania, maybe C Street on the south; 8th Street on the
east; and the Capitol on the west.

It is now 19th Street, D Street, Bay Street,
Massachusetts Avenue, Potomac Avenue on up to the cemetery on
Massachusetts, and as far over as Constitution Avenue on over
to probably H Street. 1In fact, K Street now is part of
Capitol Hill, Capitol Hill North.

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: Could you give me one or two
reasons why the boundary of Capitol Hill has been expanded in
the last 20, 25 years?

MR. BARRY: Well, I think real estate people
name those neighborhoods. 2And I think the area around Bay

Street and others did not -- was not considered Capitol Hill
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at one point. I don't know. I guess real estate people
started extending it. It's like in Shaw: Shaw East, Shaw
West, Shaw North, Shaw South.

I don't know why they did that. But the point I
was making is that the neighborhood and the quality of life
and the property values have gone up and not gone down as a
result of the two facilities being at 19th and D, right across
the street from residential neighborhoods.

Not like Oxon Cove, which is hundreds of yards
away from any residences. I think the closest resident
outside of the Job Corps is Wingate House.

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: The point I'm hoping that you
will adhere to, do you believe the Capitol Hill neighborhood
was expanded because people had a desire to live close to the
Capitol and to the job area there on Capitol Hill? These are
people who locate there.

MR. BARRY: I mean, I don't know why people move
to Capitol Hill. I like southeast myself. In fact, I moved
from Capitol Hill to southeast.

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: And do you believe because of
the expanded -- the reason they had to expand this had a
factor in increasing the property value, because people have a
desire to be on Capitol Hill?

MR. BARRY: I was speaking of property value
because I've heard from you all that property values will go

down and that the NIMBY people, Not in My Back Yard, always
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use that argument. I want to use Capital Hill right across
the street from two correctional facilities as an example
where property values have not gone down.

I maintain if we were to allow this facility to
be built in southeast, it's going to enhance our neighborhood
because who wants to look at the impoundment lot and look at
the rats and the stray dogs and cats over there?

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: Mr. Barry, did you ever
attempt to -- I heard you say you had solicited bids. Did you
ever attempt to solicit any other bid other than a prison for
this particular area?

MR. BARRY: Mr. Johnson, you know that the
solicitation is not mine, it's the Bureau of Prisons'. I have
nothing to do with that. The Bureau of Prisons wanted to put
out the RFP. They're the ones who are going to make the
decision.

And what this Commission has to do is to zone
the land to the point where, if this organization is chosen,
they'll be within the law to build a facility that meets the
standards and conditions of the BOP. I have nothing to do
with that.

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: Mr. Barry --

MR. BARRY: If I did, it would have been built.

(Laughter.)

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: Well, Mr. Barry, one last

question hopefully. One last question hopefully.
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As former mayor, and if you was interested in
the far southeast, east of the river, did you attempt to bring
business development to Ward 8? And I'll just name of a few
other places that was placed in the Ward 8 economic
development plan such as Camp Simms, West Capitol St.
Elizabeth and D.C. Village.

I mean, did you put out any request for
proposals to develop a business in these particular areas
during your tenure as mayor, sir?

MR. BARRY: Absolutely.

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: What was --

MR. BARRY: We put out at least four request for
proposals, either unsolicited or solicited proposals, for Camp
Simms. We struck out because most developers did not want to
deal with the topography of the land, which is difficult, as
well as the fact it was across the street from public housing.

We were successful in getting Kevin Williams and
his crew that's about to break ground now. We started this
process with Kevin four years ago, and they finally got
financing and they finally got some development plans, finally
got a big box operator there to come.

We tried to use a development zone which offers
tax credits and property tax forgiveness for five years as a
way of encouraging businesses. We have subsidized AEDC, the
city has, as well as the Community Development Corporation on

Martin Luther King in the gas building.
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We have subsidized the purchases of homes. We
have worked with Mel Mitchell in Knox Hill, worked with Mr.
Johnson in Monterey Park, worked with William C. Smith in
developing those townhouses. We've worked with the people in
Valley Green and Sky Tower in terms of HUD putting the money
up to tear those down to build some beautiful townhouses.

We have been able to, as I said earlier, attract
Mr. Lavan Hawkins' business to Ward 8 itself. We have Ward 8
business council that the city supported in terms of trying to
develop businesses. The natural forces of capitalism are at
work here.

If a business person wanted to make an
investment, say, of 200 housing units and wanted to make some
money, the inclination would be to go everywhere else except
for Ward 8 because that's what capital does, it goes to west-
east. It doesn't make money.

So the city has to subsidize a number of
businesses to try to attract businesses there. We were
successful in some instances. Other instances, we weren't
because of the natural forces of capitalism not wanting to
come to Ward 8.

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: Now, Mr. Barry, this is going
to be my last question regardless. I'm not getting answers I
thought I would get from you.

MR. BARRY: I know because I just told the

truth.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: And the answers you have
given has not really told me anything I didn't already know.
Now, this last question, I believe, was -- it started during
your tenure, but has since taken on a new life of its own.

Do you believe since President Clinton has
declared that portion of Ward 8 an impoundment zone in his
urban administration policies, that the future look brighter
for economic development with incentives for business
development in the future, sir?

MR. BARRY: Well, first of all, Mr. Johnson,
President Clinton has not declared that area an impoundment
zone. The city government passed legislation, which I
drafted, designating certain parts of Ward 8 as development
zones by local law.

But we are not a federally mandated impoundment
zone. You're a little mistaken there.

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: So you can't get any
additional thing under that declaration that he made --

MR. BARRY: No.

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: -- September? Okay, I'll
find the document for your information in case you don't know
about it.

MR. BARRY: I do know. No, that hasn't
happened. We put in applications to become an impoundment
zone; but unfortunately, in 1993, 1994, the applications were

not accepted. And then last year, the city joined in with
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Prince Georges County to apply for an impoundment zone
application.

It was turned down. Now, what the city has
gotten is $3 million dollars for new communities for the whole
city, and part of the money does go to Ward 8.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: All right, is there anymore
cross examination?

MR. RHETT: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Can we please be brief?

MR. RHETT: All right, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

MR. RHETT: Good evening, Mr. Barry.

MR. BARRY: Good evening.

MR. RHETT: Thank you for your testimony. And
certainly the gquestion is not the opposition being opposed or
insensitive to the plight of the families. The question is
where this facility should be rightfully located.

I have just a couple of questions, if I may,
please. Your answer to Mr. Kinlow's question that you had not
received any type of renumeration from CCA, have you received
any type of renumeration or promise of renumeration from any
subsidiary or members?

MR. BARRY: No.

MR. RHETT: All right.

MR. BARRY: Again, let me just say if I did, it

wouldn't make any difference --
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MR. RHETT: Yes, sir.

MR. BARRY: -- in terms of my ability to earn
money, if I wanted to. It wouldn't make any difference about
my views either.

MR. RHETT: Yes, sir.

MR. BARRY: You can't buy my ideas or buy my
views about this facility. I've been this way since I've been
in public office.

MR. RHETT: Yes, sir. In your testimony, you
stated that the first responsibility of government is to
assure the health, safety and welfare of our citizens. Could
you please explain exactly how a prison ensures the health,
safety and welfare of the citizens of Ward 8?

MR. BARRY: A prison doesn't do that, but a
rehabilitation and correctional facility does. Because when
you help in the rehabilitation of men and women who are
incarcerated, when you open the doors of opportunity for them
to help themselves and to change their lifestyles, and to
become producers as opposed to takers, to become wage earners
as opposed to welfare recipients, that, in the long run, helps
the safety and security of the community because you don't
have those same people coming out of prison to prey upon us
citizens.

And the studies have shown that the recidivism
rate of those who are rehabilitated or take that route as

opposed to those who languish in jail, become hardened
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criminals is much less. And also the safety and welfare of
our citizens is enhanced by having a correctional treatment
facility in our community because it gets people back into the
community who are least likely to commit more crime.

Also, the facility itself should be built such
that people who go in can't just get out until it's time to
get out. Again, I think that record speaks for itself in
terms of how this organization has managed to run the CTF.

They're safe and secure right across the street
from residences.

MR. RHETT: Yes, sir. Well, I won't debate on
that matter, but certainly --

MR. BARRY: On what?

MR. RHETT: -- the applicant is responding to an
RFP from the Bureau of Prisons to construct a prison to house
inmates.

MR. BARRY: Well, that's just --

MR. RHETT: My next question, if I may, please.
What exactly will this prison do towards providing human care
facilities for children and the elderly in Ward 8?

MR. BARRY: Say that again. What was the
question?

MR. RHETT: What exactly will this prison do to
provide human care facilities or the type of things that
you've spoken of, of your concern, what will this facility do

to provide this type of care and concern to children and the
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elderly of Ward 87

MR. BARRY: Well, I'm sure that the applicant
has gone through some of the activities they plan to provide
for the residents themselves in prison, those who are inmates,
and also some of the community economic development activities
that they plan to carry on.

I just happen to have been in a meeting this
afternoon where they were talking about a relationship, which
they'll explain later, with one of our universities. But I'm
not as familiar with all the intricacies as the applicant is.

What I'm advocating is that the Zoning Commission allow
this applicant to go forward with this PUD. And that knowing
the history of what this applicant has done at the CTF, got an
unaccredited institution from the D.C. Government and, in less
than two and a half years or so, got it accredited, the
medical facilities have gotten accredited, and to me that's
the kind of organization we need to have in Washington
managing.

If it's being managed by the private sector, our
prisons -- I'm sorry, our correctional rehabilitation center.
I would urge all of us to stop talking about prisons and talk
about this as a correctional rehabilitation facility.

I'm opposed to a prison being built anywhere.

MR. RHETT: So my next question, Mr. Mayor, is
you spoke of the neglect of Ward 8 over the past 20 years.

And you, in fact, admitted that, in fact, you were the mayor
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for 16 of those 20 years, and that you spoke of the numerous
needs, educational, social and health for the youth and the
children of Ward 8.

Isn't it a fact that a prequalifyer to benefit
from anything from this applicant is that you must commit a
crime against your neighbors and community in order to
qualify?

MR. BARRY: No, no. The applicant is not
responsible for who goes to prison, who's incarcerated. The
judges decide that.

Also, let me just say very clearly I said for
too long -- we're talking about image. And I have spoken to
one of the commission member's questions about the image. And
I said for too long the city government had -- there's a
perception that the city government neglected Ward 8 and east
of the river.

I didn't say I had. In fact, if you talk with
most residents, they'll tell you I did more than anybody else
has ever done in a long time for Ward 8 and east of the river.

MR. RHETT: Yes, sir. I'm just getting -- your
testimony stated that --

MR. BARRY: And you live east of the river. You
know that story.

MR. RHETT: Oh, yes, sir; I know the story well.

(Laughter.)

My other question is: Again, looking at the
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investment in our children and the young people of Ward 8,
because I know you care about the youth in our city,
particularly east of the river, but my question is, again, the
applicants are proposing all of these niceties and benefits
and training and treatment, etc., etc., but the average
student from Ballou or Anacostia or H.D. Woodson, for that
matter, that goes to school, study, do their homework and stay
out of the court system, they will receive no benefits at all
from this applicant.

Is that true or false?

MR. BARRY: The applicant is not responsible for
all the children of Ward 8. They're not responsible. What
they are responsible for, at least the city government ought
to be responsible, is to ensure that the fathers and mothers
of these young people that you speak of who are incarcerated
are close by.

I saw a program on television recently about a
program in New Jersey --

MR. RHETT: Wasn't "60 Minutes," was 1it?

MR. BARRY: No, New Jersey. I said I saw a
program. I didn't say -- about New Jersey, not about
Youngstown, Ohio. I said New Jersey.

MR. RHETT: Sorry, Sorry.

MR. BARRY: I know my geography. And it was
about fathers bringing their sons and daughters into prison

and bonding, and that was very effective in their
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rehabilitation. We ought to do the same thing in Washington
where we bring these young people, as terrible as it may seem
and as horrific as some of these crimes have been, bring these
men and women in contact with their -- in fact, there's a --
what's his name?

Out there in Ward 7 where you are has a program
called Responsible Fathers.

MR. RHETT: Oh, yes; yes, sir. I know what
you're talking about.

MR. BARRY: It's in Mayfair.

MR. RHETT: Right, right.

MR. BARRY: Where part of what he's doing is
trying to get people who are released from prison to become
more responsible fathers and hook up with their sons and
daughters and, if possible, reunite with their wives.

And so it is important that these young people,
as horrific as it is going into prison, and it is -- seeing
your father or your mother locked up, that's a heck of a
feeling, I know. But it's important they be close by.

These young people can't travel to Youngstown on
a bus six, seven hours.

MR. RHETT: I appreciate that, Mr. Mayor.

MR. BARRY: But this applicant is not
responsible for the welfare of the children.

MR. RHETT: Absolutely. And in fact, it is the
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MR. BARRY: No applicant is.

MR. RHETT: Right. We understand that. But the
applicant is looking to construct a prison within this
community.

MR. BARRY: A rehabilitation correctional
facility.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: This is sounding like
testimony again.

MR. RHETT: I'm sorry, I have a couple more
questions. I'm sorry.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: We really need to move on
and the questions need to be very direct.

MR. RHETT: All right. Mr. Mayor, I appreciate
your patience. One more question, if I may.

You spoke of, in your testimony, that this will
create an opportunity for the applicant to provide business
spin off to local merchants in Ward 8. Can you tell us
exactly how many or how much goods and services they purchase
from D.C.-based businesses at their present facility in
Capitol Hill?

MR. BARRY: I don't have any idea. You can ask
them that question. But I think if you look at even both
public and prison construction, both the federal and national
government, or local governments, most of them are merely
warehousing these men and women.

I think this organization ought to be commended
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for trying to be creative. And if you have to have people
locked up, and you do, with all of the alternatives to
incarceration, with all the reforms that you and I both
support, you're going to ultimately end up with some folks
being locked up in jail.

And this organization ought to be commended for
trying to be forward thinking and creating some new
opportunities rather than just warehouse people, let them stay
there and languish in jail, come back out hardened criminals,
prey upon us, kill us, mug us, rob us and go back to jail.

MR. RHETT: So your solution to that then is to
support a private, for profit prison whose main objective is
to have their beds filled whether they -- inmates come from
the District of Columbia or not that has --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: You're leading the witness
again with testimony --

MR. RHETT: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: -- and you will be
testifying in just a few moments.

MR. RHETT: Thank you.

MR. BARRY: Rest assured that, whether we like
it or not, when you finish with all the alternatives to
incarceration, all the boot camps, all the probation, all the
parole, the courts are still going to demand that some people
be incarcerated in safe and secure facilities.

And the Memorandum of Understanding between the
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Federal Government and the D.C. Government mandates that there
be at least 2,000 or more beds at private facilities. That's
part of the law.

And I assume the contract will be with the
Bureau of Prisons to specify a certain number of people are
there, unlike the contract in Virginia, which is atrocious
between the Department of Corrections and the State of
Virginia where they're guaranteed payment whether you f£ill the
beds or not.

And so I don't think this ought to be viewed as
a lecherous, capitalistic organization that are just there to
£fill beds. I think they're meeting a need. It's supply and
demand. And unfortunately, in Washington, the supply is much
greater than it ought to be.

MR. RHETT: All right, and you mentioned your
concern in your testimony about the unemployed and the
downtrodden, if you will. My final question, please. What
exactly will this applicant's programs do to increase the
occupational skills of current non-incarcerated, non-
adjudicated Ward 8 residents?

MR. BARRY: I'm afraid it's not their
responsibility to do that. That's government and the
community's and the private sector's responsibility to do
that. I'm sure this applicant believes, as you and I do, in
prevention.

I'm sure this applicant would do all they can to
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support organizations in Ward 8 that's in the prevention
business, that's in the recreation business, in job training
business; but it's not their job to provide job training and
other opportunities for non-incarcerated.

That's the D.C. Government's job and the private
sector's job, and your job and my job, and Mr. Johnson's job,
Mr. Kinlow's job, Ms. Freeman's job, Ms. Ijames job. That's
your job and my job to do that.

MR. RHETT: Thank you, Madame Chair.

And thank you, Mr. Mayor.

MR. BARRY: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Barry. I believe we have
finished our cross examination at this point. And thank you
so much for coming.

MR. BARRY: Thank you, members of the
Commission, for allowing me to come on the tail end of this
applicant's testimony. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: You're welcome.

With that, Ms. Giordano, you had some things you
wanted to --

MS. GIORDANO: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: -- put into the record? Can
that be done briefly?

MS. GIORDANO: Yes, we will be very brief.

There's only one issue that we'd like to speak to directly,
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and the rest the Zoning Commission can review in our written
statement. So we'll take as little time as possible.

I have the lighting plans and I have a statement
here that basically quotes a number of questions that were
raised by the Commission last time and provides some more
detailed answers than we were able to provide on the spot.

For instance, the number of escapes from CCA
facilities, which we didn't have those statistics. But I
think the Commission can review those themselves in the
written piece.

But one issue that we did want to discuss in a
little bit of detail was in response to a number of gquestions
that were raised about the details of CCA's commitment to
providing scholarships for Ward 8 residents, and also some
questions that explored the commitment of CCA with regard to
WIT and bringing vocational training to the site adjacent to
Oxon Cove.

And we're very pleased this evening that we can
bring some additional depth to those commitments by forming a
new partnership with the University of the District of
Columbia. They will be working directly with us, and WIT will
be subcontracting with them to provide the amenities that we
had proposed last time.

At this point, I would like to hand out a number
of commitments, a Memorandum of Understanding between CCA and

the University of the District of Columbia, and a Memorandum
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of Agreement between the UDC Foundation, Inc. and the
University of the District of Columbia and CCA regarding the
details of the scholarship program.

And I would also like to ask Mr. Johnson from
CCA to give the Commission the benefit of some additional
information about the new partnership that they have formed
with UDC. After Mr. Johnson, we have a new member at our
table, Cynthia Belton, who is the special assistant to the
President of UDC, and she will also comment on UDC's role in
the new arrangement.

We'll be very brief.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: I really am going to limit
the time on this.

MR. J. JOHNSON: Thank you, Madame Chairman and
members of the Commission.

I will just say that this is an historic
agreement. It is intended to bring stronger and more
clarified position to our proposal in the area of occupational
and vocational training.

We really believe that this will enhance the
image of our project, as well as the community at large. As
you know, rehabilitation is a prime issue for us, and also
this Commission particularly as it adds to our profit
amenities.

So, to that end, we have worked exhuastively

since our last meeting to consummate this enhancement. So in
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that sense, I'd like to just turn to Cynthia and see if she
has anything to add to our earlier statement.

MS. BELTON: Good evening. I'm Cynthia Belton,
Special Assistant to the President of the University of the
District of Columbia.

I'd like to say that the university is very
excited actually about this proposal. We came to CCA knowing
that they were attempting to put together an educational
services package, and we thought that we ought to be that
entity that works with CCA in developing this entire project.

Our interests, of course, are many fold. One is
that we are on a serious mission to reverse the statistics in
the District of Columbia in terms of the impacts, the social
impacts, particularly on black males in this city.

We have a clear and direct interest in the
welfare of families in this city, and our interest is in
maintaining an infrastructure -- and educational and training
infrastructure that will support their maximum development so
that we have families intact who are able to generate incomes
that allow them to be self sufficient, that provide them with
the kinds of life skills and life management skills that keep
families together and mitigate any break ups or destructions
of family units.

And so I'm pleased to join this team. And what
we have are several incentives that CCA brings to the table,

one of which serves first the residents of the Ward 8
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community. They have been very generous in agreeing to
provide 50 full time scholarships for Ward 8 residents.

The university will manage the selection of
participants in that program. And the criteria, of course,
are based on their residency in the Ward 8 community. Along
with the tuition and fees portion of the commitment comes a
transportation allowance, as well as a book allowance.

And in addition, we threw in -- the university
took the liberty of adding to that agreement $100,000 a year
to support student employment of those particular scholarship
recipients. That's because we understand that
it's very difficult for students to actually come to the
university when they face severe economic situations. And
from our own experience, the enrollment of Ward 8 students in
the university has traditionally been very, very low and we'd
like to turn that around.

In addition to our Van Ness campus, we intend to
put in place a satellite facility which we have lobbied for
for the last ten years in the east of the river community. We
are looking, of course, at the St. Elizabeth's facility right
now.

And if there are other suggestions for
facilities that are suitable that can be retrofitted easily so
that we can go in with programs and the financing to support
that, we certainly will entertain that.

I have to tell you that CCA is certainly in a
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financial position to do some things on our behalf that the
District doesn't seem to be able to do, and that is to
support, once and for all, a first class, state of the art
educational infrastructure.

Some of the leveraging capabilities that they
have can allow us to, once and for all, establish that
satellite facility east of the river, and particularly in the
Ward 8 community.

Another thing that we bring to the table is the
university has extensive -- an extensive research
infrastructure. We do the social sciences kinds of research
projects, but we also do the hard sciences efforts.

And a part of that is finding the right kind of
location for things that we do with water quality analysis,
environmental control and environmental impact. As well as
we, of course, by virtue of our land grant status, handle the
Agricultural Experiment Station and the cooperative extension
service, as well as the Water Resources Research Center for
the District.

And what we intend to do is to, on the land that
is now called D.C. Village, the D.C. Village site, establish a
presence there for those research entities, and thereby serve
as a catalyst to attract other R&D type firms -- and they can
be soft research and development, or they may be government
related, or they may be contractors to the Federal Government

-- in order to bring small and minority businesses on board
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with some of this technology transfer commercialization and to
build businesses along that corridor that deal with
environmental impact since it is such a hot issue given the
Blue Plains facility, and as well the general concerns about
the Anacostia River and the Potomac River.

If you have any questions of us, we certainly
are ready to answer those. We view this as a unique
partnership, one where people typically say prisons versus
education. The city has not come forward fully with its
commitment in investing in education, and here is an occasion
where a corrections facility, corrections organization has
chosen to invest in education.

And of course, the university has a reputation
to maintain in terms of its service to the community and its
service and interest in serving the needs of the District of
Columbia and the citizens of the District of Columbia.

And I have to tell you that we intend to honor
that commitment and maintain that commitment throughout the
duration of our working relationship with CCA.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

I will open it up to questions from my
colleagues.

MR. RHETT: Madam Chair, first, as this new
information has unfolded, there were some questions, I'm not
real clear, but there seems to be a proprietary issue here

given that this document is undated and unsigned. We would
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ask that this document be rejected until they can come back
with a dated and signed memorandum of agreement from all
parties concerned, have this rejected from the record all
together. It's kind of like fighting a ghost here. 1It's
undated, unsigned.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: I believe we can take the
document and ourselves make that judgment on what we consider
the value of it to be, using the same kind of wvaluation
criteria that you have just mentioned.

MR. RHETT: All right, thank you. We do have
questions.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Directed just to the new
information?

MR. WEISS: That's correct. If I understand
this correctly, this is a potential role for the University of
the District of Columbia in providing education and training
services for inmates that are incarcerated. Is that correct?

MS. BELTON: Actually, it would be sort of a
full scope services -- we call it a Partnership for Community
Development for Ward 8 and I say that in the context that it
represents both satellite operations, a satellite campus in
the Ward 8 community. It represents the university serving as
a catalyst for economic development through establishment of R
& D kind of operations and environmental studies,
environmental impact, water resources and that. It represents

an expansion of our -- I'll call it land grant mission in
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terms of the nature of training and things that we provide to
residents in the Ward 8 community. We have not done a, I'll
say, terrific job in providing the full scope of trains of
training that are in high demand in the Washington area. Some
of it relates to the high cost of implementing some programs.
So, for example, there's some truck drivers, diesel technician
kind of training, things that we have wanted to do and --

MR. WEISS: You've got me totally confused. By
what authority does the Congressional Corporation of America
have to establish a satellite campus for UDC east of the
river. Even the Mayor got in a little bit of trouble on that
one.

MS. BELTON: No. The Mayor got in trouble
because the Mayor made a shocking announcement without
consultation and --

MR. WEISS: What is the agreement.

MS. BELTON: We don't have an agreement --

MR. WEISS: You don't have an agreement?

MS. BELTON: Wait a minute.

MR. WEISS: TIf you have an agreement --

MS. BELTON: To establish a satellite campus,
they're not establishing our campus, of course. We can only
establish our campus.

MR. WEISS: Exactly. So what is the --

MS. BELTON: But they can help find funding or

finance the establishment.
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MR. WEISS: What is the precise nature of the
agreement with the prison, that is, as I understand it,
unrelated to whether or not the University of District of
Columbia, which I'm one of the Hundred Advisors, could
establish or not establish a satellite campus east of the
river. So we need to separate out a decision of UDC to have a
satellite campus which is moving in that direction. That's a
good thing and would happen one way or the other and provide
educational services, versus what link, if any, there is to a
prison? Let's start with that.

MR. RAY: I think I can respond to his question.

Mr. Weiss has indicated to you the District of
Columbia has ran a program at Lorton for many, many years.
When I first went down to Lorton, I don't know if you've ever
been there before, one of the great things that impressed me
so much was this program, notwithstanding how bad Lorton has
been over the years. One of the great spotlights known by
anyone who knows anything about Lorton was the UDC program
because it has successfully graduated more students than any
other facility in this country.

MR. WEISS: Thank you. That is precisely my
point. TUDC already has a program at Lorton.

MR. RAY: Sir, sir, sir. If you would just be
quiet for a moment.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: We are asking questions. We

are not testifying.
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MR. WEISS: But I'm trying to establish --

MR. RAY: Sir, will you let me respond?

MR. WEISS: I'm trying to establish what is the
relationship to the prison. UDC already has a program at
Lorton. They could have a program at any prison anywhere. It
has no connection to Oxon Cove.

MR. RAY: Sir, if you would --

MR. WEISS: And that is what the Zoning
Commission is hearing.

MR. RAY: Sir, if you would be quite for one
moment, I think I can show you the connection. As was pointed
out with the closure of Lorton imminent, UDC's program there
is threatened and the city is not coming forth to fund a new
program. So this offers the university an opportunity to
partnership as to the program that they have been offering at
Lorton as well as some other programs that now have been
developed, to continue those at this facility based upon --

MR. WEISS: This facility doesn't exist.

MR. RAY: Sir, we understand that. Based upon
the assumption that CCA gets a contract. If CCA does not get
the contract, the program goes away.

Now in terms of whether or not -- sir, just a
moment. In terms of whether or not UDC uses the long term
facility or some other facility to do that work on has nothing
to do with CCA. That would be up to UDC.

MR. WEISS: Mr. Ray, are you speaking for CCA?
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MR. RAY: Yes.

MR. WEISS: Okay, let me ask you questions and
you give answers.

Is CCA committed to supporting UDC and providing
instructional services for prison inmates period, yes or no?

MR. RAY: The answer to that is yes.

MR. WEISS: Okay good. Now therefore is CCA
making the commitment that they wouldn't enter into an
agreement with UDC regardless of wherever the prison would be
located, yes or no?

MR. RAY: Sir, they cannot offer service at a
prison that's going to be 400 miles away.

MR. WEISS: Why not? Answer, please. Why not?

MS. BELTON: Our existing faculty --

MR. WEISS: It can't be more than 300 miles
away, by the way.

MS. BELTON: -- teach the classes. We draw from
our regular faculty who teach the classes on the Van Ness
campus every day and I don't believe they could make that
commute.

MR. WEISS: You already testified that they do
it at Lorton. If they do it at Lorton, why couldn't they do
it at a location outside of the District of Columbia. You
already do it outside of the District of Columbia.

MS. BELTON: Lorton is a 20-mile commute.

MR. WEISS: Right. So the bottom line is that
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you could have this program at a prison that houses --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: That's not a question.

MR. WEISS: -- D.C. inmates, correct, even if
it's not located inside the District of Columbia?

MS. BELTON: I don't think that would be
feasible, first of all.

MR. WEISS: 1It's already feasible.

MS. BELTON: And it's our interest to try to
actually keep -- to try to keep --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Mr. Weiss, could I just ask
one thing and I don't know if you realize, most people don't
speak very loud and we've had trouble hearing.

MR. WEISS: Sorry.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: You're a little too close
and it is reverberating.

MR. WEISS: Sorry. I apologize.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: 1It's being hard to
understand you from the opposite direction.

MR. WEISS: I apologize.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: There's nothing to apologize
for. I'm just asking if you wouldn't mind to give us a little
more distance and we'll be able to understand better.

MR. WEISS: I'm simply asking one question. UDC
already operates a program at Lorton. Isn't it true that you
could operate a program at a new prison facility somewhere in

the vicinity and it does not necessarily have to be located at
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Oxon Cove?

MS. BELTON: Well, where is the facility, Mr.
Weiss?

MR. WEISS: Right now there's one at Lorton.
That's the only one that exists.

Let me ask it one more time. This agreement
which could take place if CCA built a prison, would take place
wherever CCA built it?

MS. BELTON: That's possible.

MR. WEISS: Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Any further
cross examination?

MR. KINLOW: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Let's get right to the point
if we could to this. Thank you, Mr. Kinlow.

MR. KINLOW: Okay, I'm sorry, I didn't catch
your name and your title at UDC, ma'am?

MS. BELTON: My name is Cynthia Belton and I'm
the Special Assistant to the President of the University of
the District of Columbia.

MR. KINLOW: Is the Board of Trustees aware of
this MOA?

MS. BELTON: It has not gone before the Board
and it doesn't necessarily have to go before the Board.
There's some aspects of some things like site and facilities

that would be issues before the Board, but a simple agreement
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between the University and an organization are not matters
that the Board has to entertain.

MR. KINLOW: Are you saying that a programming
of funds totalling over $100,000 doesn't have to go in front
of the Board of Trustees?

MS. BELTON: That's correct. I used to be the
Vice President for Sponsor Programs. I brought $29 million
into the University and never have I had a memo go before the
Board of Trustees.

MR. KINLOW: Are you aware of any similar
university type of programs that other universities offer,
comparable to this program that you are offering?

MS. BELTON: Are you talking about a working
relationship with a corrections facility, is that what you
mean?

MR. KINLOW: I'm talking about to the extent as
indicated in your MOA.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: With correction facilities?

MR. KINLOW: Yes.

MS. BELTON: No, I don't know. I'm not aware.

MR. KINLOW: Are you --

MS. BELTON: I'm not aware of many universities
conducting programs like our Lorton Prison College Program.
It is fairly unique.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: That's fine, you've answered

the question.
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MR. KINLOW: It is interesting that the city is
parting with the for-profit prison. How many partnerships has
UDC formed with our public high schools or private high
schools, do you know?

MS. BELTON: Probably about -- you mean over a
specified period or this year or when?

MR. KINLOW: Currently in operation, do you
know?

MS. BELTON: The University probably -- it's
probably somewhere around, probably every high school in the
District, we try to do that and that's a part of our mission.

In some way, shape or form it's either a pre-
college program, a mentorship program. We have Adopt A

School. Our faculty go in and teach classes. They

participate in Science Fair. We have 4-H which is part of the

state function of the University, so we're in every -- it's
not just high schools. We're in middle schools and junior
highs and elementaries as well. And in fact, I personally
have just written for D.C. Public Schools the project called
Gear Up. It's a state systemic effort and the University is
working adamantly with Ms. Ackermann to adopt sort of K-16
Standards to improve the schools and to do teacher training

better than we have in the past and as well

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: I think that's an adequate

answer. I think we've got enough there.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

MR. JOHNSON: Just one gquestion, Ms. Belton, is
the prison driving a consideration for a satellite campus in
Ward 87

MS. BELTON: I'm sorry, I missed your question.
I thought you were not finished.

MR. JOHNSON: Is CCA Prison driving the site
location for a satellite campus in Ward 87

MS. BELTON: You mean are they telling us where
to go, is that what you mean?

MR. JOHNSON: However you interpret the
question? Is that the driving force for your site location?

MS. BELTON: If you are a resident of the city -

MR. JOHNSON: For a satellite campus in Ward 87

MS. BELTON: If you are a resident in the city
and I assume you are --

MR. JOHNSON: I'm an alumni of UDC for your
information.

MS. BELTON: I'm a fifth generation resident and
my family is from here --

MR. JOHNSON: I'm asking you a question.

MS. BELTON: And the answer is --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Let's not be argumentative.

MR. JOHNSON: I asked one question.

MS. BELTON: The answer is that since 1991 --

MR. JOHNSON: -- Is CCA Prison driving --
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MS. BELTON: -- we have attempted to establish a
satellite campus east of the river. We first focused on
Woodson. We, in fact, had a satellite campus at St.
Elizabeth's when the University was first consolidating. And
of course, the funding started dwindling and the University
since that time has been offered St. Elizabeth's since about
1992 and we don't seem to be able to find a site. So we have
the Woodson facility was left to rot and deteriorate and there
was substantial flooding there so now the University, since
the Mayor had announced a relocation plan, has taken it upon
himself to go back and revisit St. Elizabeth's and that was
far before this opportunity was presented.

MR. JOHNSON: I have no other questions.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

MR. RHETT: One more question, Madam Chair, if I
may .

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: To the point.

MR. RHETT: Just one question.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: All right.

MR. RHETT: Good evening, Ms. Belton.

MS. BELTON: Good evening.

MR. RHETT: My question is have you or any
member of the UDC Administration, to the best of your
knowledge, received remuneration of any time from CCA, its
national parent organization, its subsidiaries or any members

of its board and executive staff?
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MS. BELTON: Well, first of all, I have to tell
you I'm insulted by that question, but no. I've taken it upon
myself to be well educated and I am well educated and I work
hard for it. I was up 7 in the morning meeting with people
about this issue about the University --

MR. RHETT: She's answered my question.

MS. BELTON: And I work late all night. So no.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Are we complete
now? The Office of Planning at this point would like to ask
the Commission if they would like to ask a question?

MR. COLBY: The question is the Commission
agreed earlier to allow us to ask a few questions regarding
economic development --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: No, that you would ask us
and --

MR. COLBY: We would ask you, that's correct.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: And we would ask those
questions if we thought they were appropriate.

MR. COLBY: That's exactly right. Thank you,
Madam Chairman.

The question I have is that and it may be that
this has been answered and the acoustics are so bad that I
didn't here it, the answer, but my understanding was that the
satellite campus activity would be housed in existing District
buildings, a long term care facility buildings near the CCA

site. And it seemed that the conservative approach to that
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would have been to inquire of the Mayor or the Deputy Mayor or
somebody in the District as to whether those buildings would
be available and under what circumstances because unless
there's some other mechanism for producing the kind of
structures that that program would require, it seems like a
lot depends on the ability to obtain use of those existing
buildings and that's a long-winded question, but you get the
thrust of what I'm concerned about.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Colleagues?

COMMISSIONER FRANKLIN: Well, I implied that
question when I asked about who owned the land and I assume
that you've been in contact with the owner and controller of
that land?

MR. RAY: Commissioner Franklin, obviously the
long term care facility, as well as the other buildings around
this site is owned by the District of Columbia. I guess in a
real sense once can say that the -- that UDC would have faced
the same problem that the Washington Technical Institute
faced, that they would have to go to the city and seek either
to lease those properties through a long term lease or to
purchase those properties and what Washington Technical
Institute had done, they had submitted an unsolicited
proposal, at least that's what they were planning to do and
maybe they have done that which is the procedure set out in
the law.

UDC is indeed an agency of the D.C. government.
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Those buildings are by and large vacant and I don't see any
reason why the Mayor, the City Council and others would not be
supportive of them having this operation there. And let me be
clear. The satellite campus that's been talked about here is
not the same as the vocational programs that they are talking
about placing at this site. There are two different issues.
The vocational programs is what they're talking about placing
on that site and so the answer to your question is that the
city owns the property, those buildings are basically vacant
except for the Metropolitan Police Department with some
operations out there and the UDC would have to either get
permission to use those facilities. 1In addition to the
gentleman's question about the funding, as you will see in the
documents that we have submitted to you that CCA is also
willing to use this partnership to help create the financial
package to renovate and otherwise get those buildings started
out.

COMMISSIONER FRANKLIN: So just to make it
plain, the UDC could not get its satellite campus as
identified without the financial assistance of CCA?

MR. RAY: In terms of these occupational
courses, at this site, I don't know any other funding
mechanism they have that's going to make funds available to
them to do the renovations that has to be done there and to
get the start up costs. Now I guess in the wild, wild world

one could say yes, somewhere along the line the City Council
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and Mayor may come up with that money. They haven't so far,
but this is an opportunity for them to have a partner which
will stand with them to make sure that the construction costs
and the start up costs is made available to start this
operation for that part of the program. And I just want to
make it clear that that is not the satellite campus she was
talking about at St. Elizabeth.

COMMISSIONER FRANKLIN: I understand.

MR. RAY: Yes.

COMMISSIONER FRANKLIN: Now should it become
apparent that the District of Columbia for whatever reason
does not wish to transfer possession to the University of the
District of Columbia that property, to what extent would that
imperil this nascent understanding that you have with UDC.

MR. RAY: We would look for an alternative site.
Commissioner Franklin, there's two aspects of this program.
One aspect is the programs that we are required under the
contract with the BOP to provide to the inmates and those
programs are going to be on site and whether we have that site
there or not that would take place where we have the program.
And that's the program that I mentioned to you that's going to
be between $900,000 and $1.2 million over the life of the
contract.

COMMISSIONER FRANKLIN: Understood.

MR. RAY: The other part of this is to

partnership with them to create in the Ward 8 community for
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individuals living in Ward 8 and other places, opportunity to
get these additional training programs that would be
available. They would like to do it on this site, but if we
can't do it on that site, we would look for an alternative
site.

COMMISSIONER FRANKLIN: How essential to your
contract or would be contract with the Bureau of Prisons is
this what I will call ancillary --

MR. RAY: It's not. 1It's a benefit that we're
trying to give to the community.

COMMISSIONER FRANKLIN: I see. Does it mean you
are offering an amenity?

MR. RAY: Yes sir.

COMMISSIONER FRANKLIN: Okay. But it's not
essential to your central program?

MR. RAY: Absolutely not.

MS. BELTON: It is not even essential to the
University. It's a question that what we're trying to do is
one, identify revenue streams for the University that can
support all of its educational opportunities. We're tired of
getting one year $78 million and five years later we have $30.
And then that means we have really got to downsize what we can
offer to the residents of the District of Columbia.

What we were thinking here is if we could have
possession of the land, we would be able to offer those kinds

of rugged, vocational technology training courses, things like
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landscape design, diesel mechanics, bus driving and those
things that really have a high demand in the region and that
offer a decent salary for people that can gain employment in
them. The land is suitable for that and at the same time on
the land we could also put some of our research interests
because we've been looking for sites around water lands and
we've been looking for places to engage in an actual
environmental impact and to establish this Center for
Renewable and Sustainable Energy and Technology. So for us it
would be a situation where the District would help us
facilitate a revenue stream. We would lease out land to
potential R & D firms that would come to do the same kind of
research we would be doing. We would possibly lease land to a
vendor who would provide the heavy duty bulldozer type
training for us because we don't do that kind of training, nor
do we know how to do it.

So what we're trying to do is expand educational
offerings for the residents of the City and particularly have
access for Ward 8 residents and at the same time have an
entire full service satellite campus two miles up the road or
three miles up the road at the Sailor's Best site.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Any other questions? Thank
you for your testimony. With that we will move next on our
agenda to the testimony from the ANC-8D and other parties in
opposition and you may organize it however you wish.

MS. FREEMAN: Good morning, Chairman Kress,
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ladies and gentlemen of the Zoning Commission and the
audience. My name is Winnifred Freeman and I'm here as the
Chairman of the ANC-8D.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Now you're one of the folks
who need to move the mike a little closer. That's good, thank
you.

MS. FREEMAN: I am here as the Chairman of ANC-
8D, a 25 year resident of -- a 25 year plus resident of Ward 8
and a business owner to speak in opposition to the
construction of the proposed correctional facility on the D.C.
Village and empowerment zone site.

I am sorry that the former Mayor and the persons
from the University of the District of Columbia have not been
in previous sessions to hear some of the testimony that we
have heard about this program. However, I welcome both of
them, all of them for being a part of this effort.

I oppose this facility construction for several
reasons. One, because the proposed location is right at the
hub of activities frequented by the majority of our neighbor's
young and older adults and senior citizens. For each group
there needs to be a symbol of hope before they get into
trouble, not after. And a correctional facility is hope's
symbol after a problem has developed.

Two, we are at the point in this City where the
North meets the South. I cannot believe that a more positive

economic development project could not be found for proposal
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and realization at this gateway of our City.

As I've listened to CCA's presentations, I
realize that we are not being offered the kind of facility
which our City needs to have in order to accomplish objectives
our corrections infrastructure needs to address. Our inmate
population, past, present and regrettably future are not going
through the kinds of rehabilitative skill and behavior
reinforcing system that needs to exist and the environment
which CCA proposed the facility will present will not do the
job either.

The author of the original Bureau of Prisons'
request for proposal wrote a masterful document, but the
response even to the amended version is quite lacking and the
impact on our residents and some businesses will be negative.

Last week for the first time since this whole
ordeal started, I have had some Ward 8 residents say they plan
to move out of the area if this facility is constructed, and
also, that a Maryland activity beneficial to all of us, Oxon
Hill Children's Farm plans to close. Other activities which
have occurred to reaffirm our position to oppose this facility
include the incidents which our inmates have experienced as
CCA's facilities here, in Ohio and in Tennessee.

Another source of disdain is the report to the
Attorney General inspection and review of the Northeast Ohio
Correctional Facility as prepared by John Clark, Corrections

Trustee in the District of Columbia. This report speaks of
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mismanagement, disruptions, escapes and two inmate deaths.
These problems were a result of (1) never developing a
capacity for inmate classification and screening until
recently; (2) housing inmates who required individual
separation in a general population facility; (3) the existence
of a poor level of trust and communication between the staff
and inmates since the opening of facility until recently; and
(4) in the critical area of law enforcement procedures NEOCC
showed disorganization and a lack of adequate coordination and
cooperation with investigatory and prosecutory agencies. The
investigation of possible criminal behavior occurring at this
facility suffered from a lack of clear management policy and
procedures. Even at the time of the report, joint interagency
emergency assisted plans or exercises had not been planned or
conducted.

Mr. Ray said initially that proposed facility
would be open one year before the training programs would
begin and we all know that an idle mind is the devil's
workshop.

Now they have also reduced the number of
training categories available and are using the training as an
incentive to inmates, rather than making it mandatory.

We need skilled, rehabilitated inmates to return
to their families in our community and any formula that
produces results without these characteristics is

unacceptable. This has been indeed a troublesome journey, but
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one that needed to be traveled so that we as a city can
develop an implementable plan that will substitute for the
corrections structure that we had prior to the proposed
closing of the District of Columbia's facilities in Lorton,
Virginia.

This project got off to a bad start initially
because it is an outgrowth of the 1997 revitalization plan as
opposed to being the outgrowth of the District's restructured
correctional plan. The District of Columbia has the problem
of getting its inmates houses now that Lorton is being closed.
The timely kind of planning needed to make this transition
easier has not happened, but it is not too late to get it
underway .

Had our community been made party to the 1996
land swap proposal at the time of its inception, we would have
felt that the Senators and other Congressmen involved were
being up front with us, but that has not been the case.

Corrections Cooperation of America has made
their presentation to us mainly because it is mandated by the
planned unit development process and that was either honestly
or inadvertently admitted to us at one of our ANC community
meetings.

We can see from the presentations made that CCA
does not plan to deliver the education, health services and
social supports program package initially hoped for, so we

request that their PUD application be denied and that the rest
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of our District Corrections Department, along with Health and
Human Services, DOES and local service providers get together
and do the planning necessary to meet this population's needs.
Some of the Ward 8 coalition members along with members of the
proponent side have already begun a corrections reform effort
and we expect to present out of that group a plan which
reduces or prevents an increase in our inmate population and
also defines the manner in which current needs are met
resulting in the kind of family reinforcement and regeneration
that is desired.

The East of the River Strategic Economic
Development Plan Preparation which is currently underway and
which we are a part of, represents the kind of approach which
Wards 6, 7 and 8 have been clamoring for for almost 30 years.
The construction of River Town Commons and the proposed
construction of National Harbor with an 18 hole golf course is
testimony anyone can reference as a reflection of what our end
of the city could be if allowed. I am also presenting letters
of opposition from Ward 6, 7 and 8 organizations as an
attachment to my testimony today. Thank you very much for the
opportunity to testify on behalf of the Commission and our
residents tonight, and I will be happy to answer any questions
that anyone may have.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. We'll be asking
questions a little later. I just wanted to ask, did you

happen to bring copies of your statement for us?
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MS. FREEMAN: Yes, I did.
CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Would you mind? And anyone
else who has statements, it's sometimes helpful for you to

have them for us too to be able to look at them while you

testify.

Ms. Ijames, are you next?

MS. IJAMES: Yes. I'm Robin Ijames. I'm
Commissioner of ADO5. I'm also President of the Wingates

Tenant Association and I'm also representing Exchanging
Violence With Values, Incorporated, which is a nonprofit
organization that I am the Executive Director of. We work
with young people at risk, ages 11 through 26 and we have
worked with over 44 of them, taking them out of the system.
They were incarcerated.

The Wingates Tenant Association, there are 781
units there. 0Oak Park is 423. Friendship Square is 91.
Friendship Crossing is 222. Fort Greble is 205. That
represents all the renters that are sitting on top of the
hill. The Wingates will be able to see the development that
they are talking about building, be it summer or be it winter.

Since the early 1980s our distressed community
has been a prison without walls. 1It's a war zone due to the
major violence that has permeated our society. In August
1996, EVV assigned me to the Wingates community as community
coordinator. Since 1996, we have implemented several

effective programs that unite families, neighbors and friends

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

who are currently in the process of taking back their
community from the thugs and the drugs. Many residents within
our community have children and family that are already
incarcerated. We're not insensitive to the parents who have
children that are incarcerated, however, we have more than
3,000 school age children living within our community,
attending one of the three schools or day care centers in our
community. Therefore, we do not want a prison of any type in
our community where it could, would, could or would put our
children's safety in danger, not to mention our own.

The former Administration overlooked our
distressed community for the designated empowerment zones and
enterprise communities' benefits. Not once have I seen a
representative of CCA, John Ray or any of their affiliates
attend any of our community meetings to offer any assistance
of any kind for the revitalization of our community or to
enhance the quality of life for our residents. Therefore, the
residents and we call it the Southwest Hill, have organized
two 501 (c) (3) organizations over the past two years that have
been designed to raise funds to assist these residents in
obtaining funding to rise above the poverty and violence that
has entrapped our community for many years. The Southwest
Hill Association, that's the first time home buyers project
and most of the residents that are applying for homes wouldn't
get a home anywhere else in the City with all the available

grants that are there.
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Fund Raising Network, Incorporated, that's our
first time entrepreneurs project and we've had problems
already in obtaining investors and lenders due to the fact
that it's a redline area. I didn't even know what redline was
until I moved to Ward 8. Investors and lenders are very leery
of Southwest and Southeast deals anyway, however, with an
undetermined prison site we have been put on hold by many
companies that would represent us, but it didn't stop us.

As you know, applying for a grant dealing with
property you must first have the property which they're leery
of giving us until they find out is the prison going to be on
this side of town.

For the record, CCA and John Ray are offering 50
scholarships, a high tech prison with 120 inmates, a diesel
truck school, employment and economic development for Ward 8
residents. Well, scholarships, EVV has already put over 44
children in lifetime scholarships ages 11 through 26 in our
community. Forty-four of them are currently -- 44 of our
young people are currently enrolled in a school of their
choice and until they complete school, no matter how long it
takes them or what they decide to study in school. And the
funding for that and for all of those scholarships also came
from the government. However, none of the children chose
truck driving school as one of the classes that they'd like to
take.

As far as employment in 1999, thus far, the Fund
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Raising Network, Inc. has placed over 60 people in full-time
jobs in our community through our job bank. No one ever asked
us did we have a job bank. Forty of the residents are in
private industry and 20 are employed with local unions nearby.
Now one of them chose to work in a correctional facility.

Economic development, the Southwest Hill
Associlation has purchased our first piece of commercial
property that is in Ward 8, right there on the hill and we are
currently closing the deal on three other properties on the
same hill. Also, we are developing new businesses within one
of the properties and homes for seniors and for some of our
young people that are at risk that are in need of housing.
Note that our positive economic development plans include
building homes for seniors on fixed incomes and families on
the poverty level and below. Also, we provide employment for
our own residents. We didn't ask John Ray to give us a prison
to offer us those positions. Therefore, we don't want it and
we don't need it.

We have additional projects in the mix, that
you, the Zoning Commission will probably hear about wvery soon.
We've met with some of the Piscataway Indians that are local
in reference to a Historic Preservation Grant to be able to
work with their burial site that is not far from the proposed
prison site.

Also, we're in the process of research grant for

our environmental study on some of our residents that are
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seniors and having respiratory problems from the Blue Plains
Sewer and Treatment Plant.

In my opinion, the construction of this prison
serves as a political passion of the times, prisons for
profit, which is already destroying our community. Lifetime
residents of Southwest have begun to move because they don't
think they can stop the prison. We're asking you, the Zoning
Commission, not to allow John Ray to take advantage of
thousands of people's lives by imposing a negative development
in our community. Deny him the application to build CCA's
prison in Ward 8.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Who would like
to testify next?

MR. JOHNSON: Good evening, Madam Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Good evening.

MR. JOHNSON: My name is O.V. Johnson and I'm
Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner, same district, ADOl and I
have supplemented my original testimony that I prepared
November 16th, so I will be brief.

I just want to bring you up to date with the
technicalities and all of the nuances that the ANC has to
comply with. The Advisory Neighborhood Commission is
submitting additional testimony in the case 98-16 and I ask
you to reference the testimony that I filed before the D.C.

Zoning Commission, dated November 16.
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Attorney John Ray made a presentation on behalf
of Maynard Phillips pertaining to the revised PUD to ANC
before a quorum on March 25th. Commissioner Johnson moved a
previous motion that we had put forth on September 24, 1998
and also September 29, 1998 against building a prison on a
proposed PUD site. It was seconded by Commissioner Robin
Ijames. The motion was carried unanimous on the vote by
Commissioner Winnifred Freeman, Robin Ijames, O.V. Johnson and
Commissioner Mark Williams.

Briefly, the simple reason to deny this
application. If this scarce land is used to build a prison it
will be noted as an unfavorable indication for the future
economic development of Ward 8.

Since President Clinton designated this area as
an empowerment zone in the economic urban policies, I have a
strong belief that developers would now seek us out in this
empowerment zone for positive economic development that would
benefit the community rather than as a whole.

This site is also the gateway to our nation's
capital. Since the lifespan of a prison could possibly be 50
to 100 years into the future, it could be a lead as an
unfavorable view and perception and attitude towards the
quality of life that is intended for east of the river for
many generations to come.

CCCA and Internal Administration, prisons leave

a lot to be desired from what information that has been made

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

public such as the escapes and other prison management
problems.

CCA is multi-billion dollar industry. It makes
cold cash calculating profit decisions for their stockholders.
And once this prison is privatized, the local citizens will be
cut out of the loop completely on how the prison would operate
as to the responsibility that the prison would have to the
community. I strongly recommend that you deny this
application.

That concludes my testimony.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Mr. Kinlow, are
you next?

MR. KINLOW: First, I just want to say the
package that you've received, on the cover is a copy of my
testimony that lists all the organizations that are a part of
the Ward 8 Coalition or the United Communities Opposed to a
Prison. The second document lists those groups and
organizations that are opposed to a prison at the Oxon Cove
location and it starts off, it's broken out in sections. The
first section are letters from the economic development
organizations that operate in Ward 8 including the Anacostia
Economic Development Corporation, the East of the River
Development Corporation and the Far Southwest Southeast
Community Development Corporation. The second part indicates
those officials, elected officials in Washington, D.C. who are

opposed to a prison, including Mayor Anthony Williams; our
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Council Member on Ward 8, Sandy Allen; Council Member David
Cattania, Howard Brazil, Phil Mendelsohn, Kevin Chavez,
etcetera. So it lists all the groups, coalitions, Maryland
government officials, coalitions of associations and
federations, political parties and entities and others,
including churches and so on. These are letters. You
probably have them twice. One is in your file downtown. The
third document I have is the report to the Attorney General,
the inspection review of the Northeast Ohio Correctional
Center, indicating management flaws and otherwise malfeasance,
etcetera by the Corrections Corporation of America.

The last document I have is Prison Privatization
Report International. As you'll indicate and see CCA's name
many times throughout listing incidents of rape, escapes,
flaws in management oversight, etcetera.

Now to get to my testimony. My name is Eugene
Dewitt Kinlow, I'm Second Vice President of the Far Southwest
Civic Association, the lead coordinator of the Ward 8
Coalition, a Board Member of the Anacostia Coordinating
Council, a Trustee of the Committee of 100 and a Ward 8
representative to the D.C. Democratic State Committee. The
threshold issue is not whether a prison can be placed at the
Oxon Cove site, but can the siting on such a facility
deleteriously harm the future development, growth, stability
and desirability of Ward 8 as a place to live, shop and work.

This is the threshold issue.
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The issue is not whether inmates have a right to
live close to home or whether such a project has some economic
benefit. The issue is not about home owners' values. The
issue before you reduced to a space element is simply about
the future survival of Ward 8 and nothing else. The ward is
currently attempting to turn the corner on issues critical to
our development. We're poised to monitor and map our destiny
for the next century. The process of remaking the Ward starts
today. Our new vision of thriving businesses, fixed commerce,
escalating home prices, good schools and clean and safe
streets will not occur without proper planning and a careful
assessment of all potential threats and opportunities. The
proposed prison threatens our achieving this new quality of
life.

First, to my opponent, the Corrections
Corporation of America: Ward 8 is united as it has never been
and for that, we thank you. The residents of the Ward are
unified in our opposition to a prison. The citizens have
decided that we deserve something better than a prison and we
thank you. We thank you for identifying those Judases who
would gladly take your 12 pieces of silver, thank you. We now
know these people who are not fit to be trusted in our
community.

We thank you for drawing attention to yourself
without our help. We thank you. We thank you for every

exposé 60 Minutes has done and for every article and for every
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press conference called because of your ineptitude and
mismanagement. We thank you for voluminous number of lawsuits
filed against you and the special reports by the towns, cities
and state legislators. We thank you for the public officials
who have documented your patterns of abuse, negligence and
malfeasance and have filed suit. We thank you.

We thank you for showing us the power of faith
and of hope. We believe that we don't need it, that we don't
need a prison and we don't want it. We thank you for your
help in strengthening our resolve and affirming our faith.
Thank you.

To the Zoning Commission, we ask that you
summarily reject the application before you. The applicant
has failed to garner the trust of the community and the
support of the Ward. They have failed to guarantee that
escapes will not occur in our community. They have failed to
plausibly explain their escapes and mismanagement of CCA
facilities. They failed to fully explain pending lawsuits and
the nature of those lawsuits. They failed to certify the
residents that their quality of life won't suffer. They
failed to indicate how a prison will provide for a new
increased quality of life and they fail to demonstrate how the
stated public benefits will overcome the significant negative
impact of a prison.

They have failed to acknowledge the relationship that urban

prisons have on communities that already have depressed
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property values and they fail to identify those current public
officials, D.C. or otherwise, who have endorsed the Ward 8
prison.

We ask that you reject the application not just
on the basis of what they have failed to show, but on the
basis of overwhelmingly community support in opposition to
this prison. The people are united in their opposition of the
proposed prison. Those in opposition include, but are not
limited to the following: the Far Southwest Civic Association
rejects the prison at this location. As a matter of fact, the
D.C. Federation of Civic Associations, a group of 50 plus
civic associations unanimously oppose the Ward 8 prison.
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 8D is unanimously opposed to
a prison and is supported by other ANCs in the Ward. For the
record, not one ANC has voted to support a prison at Oxon
Cove.

Both Council Members Allen and Chavez are on
record as being opposed to a prison at this location. Wards 7
and 8 supports a majority of the land east of the river. For
the record, not one Council person is on record supporting a
Ward 8 person.

Of the four at large members of the City
Council, three are on record as being opposed to Ward 8
prisons: Counsel Member Harold Brazil, David Cattania and
Phil Mendelsohn and I spoke to Counsel Members Cropps' office

today and I believe that we will be getting her letter as soon
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as she gets back to town.

Currently, a sense of the Council resolution on
the construction of a correctional facility location and
community preservation resolution is before the Committee of
the Judiciary. This resolution introduced by Council Member
Mendelsohn and co-sponsored by Council Member Chavez is
opposed to a siting of a prison at the Oxon Cove location.

The D.C. Office of Planning is concerned with the negative

impacts of overall economic development efforts east of the
river, especially in Ward 8. They are on record opposing a
Ward 8 prison.

Senators Barbara Milkulski and Paul Sarbanes, as
well as Congressmen Al Vinn and Steny Hoyer are opposed to the
Oxon Cove prison. Maryland citizens are very concerned about
the proposed prison that abuts the Forest Heights community
and Prince George's County.

Mayor Anthony Williams supports economic
development in Ward 8 and is squarely set against a prison at
the Oxon Cove location. It is important to note that the
Bureau of Prisons does not site a prison where the majority of
the community is opposed to it. I believe that this, right
here demonstrates majority opposition.

In closing, I'd like to say that the perspective
I have just laid out is only part of the dialogue opposed to
the prison. We should also not forget that currently that CCA

doesn't own the land or have a lease to the land or title to
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the land where they are proposing to put a prison. Nor do
they have a contract to house felons. In many respects this
application is premature. There are many valid reasons why
this prison is wrong in Ward 8. Many are outside the scope of
this hearing, yet it is important that everyone understands
that private prisons are flawed instruments that don't save
taxpayers money, that private prisons don't rehabilitate.

They return money to shareholders. It's important to
understand that society should focus more on education instead
of incarceration and jobs instead of jail.

People should understand that the manufactured
pressure to lock people up, are in part generated by the
prisons for profit mentality that encourage longer sentences
for the black and the brown and the poor. We should
understand that more money should be spent on drug treatment
and rehabilitation and that we must find alternatives to
warehousing people. We should understand that there are
different purposes and better uses for that land including a
golf course and a hiker-biker trail as espoused by the
Department of the Interior. And it's also important to note
that there were no official hearings on the siting of a prison
in Ward 8 or Washington, D.C. and we should note that no
environmental impact study was done, that the transfer of park
land was done without hearings or public input, that no
alternative sites were ever really considered, that we should

understand that siting a prison is a public policy debate and
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should be before our elected officials and really not before
this body and we should understand that Ward 8 is not a
dumping ground for the rest of the city. These are just a few
things that we should consider.

In closing, I just want to say that I think that
CCA has done almost everything they could do to try to get a
prison put in Ward 8. They've had transfers of land that have
not taken place, but a potential transfer from Congress
instructing the Department of Interior to put a prison there.
But does that mean that Congress wants a prison? No. That
just means that they authorized the transfer.

I think that in many respects we've been
outgunned on so many different levels. You've got even the
President's revitalization plan call for privatization of
facilities. We have no control over that, but we do have
control over where it goes. I asked this body to reject the
application before you. We don't want it and we don't need
it. I want to cede the balance of my time to the --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: No ceding.

MR. KINLOW: No ceding?

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: No. There's other people to
testify that will be allowed as your experts to testify, am I
not correct? Is that not what you wanted to do?

MR. KINLOW: Yes. Actually, a couple of things.
One was there are a couple of partners, my counterpart on the

Maryland side is here tonight and has been a partner with me,
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with the United Communities Opposed to the Prison. This would
be a perfect opportunity for her to indicate her perspective.
She's on the list as well to --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: As an individual or as an
organization, but not as a party?

MR. KINLOW: A party with the United Communities
Opposed to Prison.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Pardon me?

MR. KINLOW: She's is a principal that
represents the interest of the Prince George's or the Maryland
community from the United Communities Opposed to a Prison. I
represent, in effect, both and in particular the Ward 8
contingent and the Washington, D.C. contingent. This would be
my counterpart on the Prince George's County side.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: I don't believe that -- to
me, she's not a party. You are representing the party. She
will be allowed to testify and absolutely we do want that
testimony. It's just perhaps not appropriate as a part of
this current testimony unless you propose to bring her as an
expert witness and unfortunately I don't believe she was on
your list. I don't want to handicap you in any way, but I
feel that perhaps that testimony -- maybe you could summarize
it or -- it is all right if we hear it later? With that,
we'll move on. Did you want to have Mr. Weiss --

MR. RHETT: I think what Mr. Kinlow, the Ward 8

Prison Opposition Coalition is a
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multi-jurisdictional entity. Because Mr. Kinlow is a D.C.
resident, he took the lead in this effort and brought many of
us in, but certainly we want to acknowledge and provide
opportunity for our neighbors in the Prince George's County
neighborhood abutting the property, particularly those
residents that live right practically on the embankment so if
they will be allowed to make a statement for the record.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Of course, and as they will
be able to as an organization. They're just not a party and
are not allowed to cross examine as you all have been allowed
to cross examine.

MR. RHETT: Correct.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Certainly they will be
allowed to testify and have the time frame given to an
organization.

MR. RHETT: Very well. Thank you, Madam Chair.

MR. RHETT: Well, my name is Greg Rhett and I'm
the expert representing the Committee of 100 on the Federal
City. As you know, but for the record we'd like to say we are
a city-wide neighborhood advocacy organization that focuses on
land use and planning related issues and our drive is to
protect the integrity of the neighborhoods of the District of
Columbia by providing assistance, technical assistance to the
community activists as well as community based organizations.

Basically, I have six or seven points on why

this application or revised application should be rejected by
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the Zoning Commission. Number one, it's unfortunate, but the
Congress of the United States has laid upon the Zoning
Commission an issue of land use that has not been thoroughly
debated by the elected bodies of our city. Secondly, we
believe that, in fact, this whole application is not
consistent with the comprehensive plan as it presently exists
and in fact, this may call for an amendment from the Office of
the Mayor to kind of help guide the Commission and to remove a
cloud. There's still that cloud of inconsistency about this
application and how it may apply to the present comprehensive
plan.

There is an on-going effort, as the Mayor
indicated earlier, a number of us community activists and
community leaders that live in the Eastern River Community are
working with the Department of Housing, Community Development,
working with the Mayor's Office of Planning. We've formed the
East of the River Redevelopment Plan or are formulating that.
There has not been ample opportunity to complete formulate
that vision, a new vision for the East of the River
Communities. Again, as the former Mayor stated, our community
has suffered over 20 years of neglect and what we're saying is
that we now realize we have to plan adequate and appropriate
uses for every square inch of land east of the Anacostia
River. Certainly, a prison is in no one's plans in vision or
in thoughts.

Finally, again, I just want to be brief, we
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concur with the Office of Planning recommendation that this
application be rejected. We concur with their grounds upon
which this application be rejected. We concur with the Mayor,
the current Mayor of the District of Columbia, Tony Williams'
vision, and his ideals and principles that a prison may not be
and probably is not the adequate thing to do with that
particular site of land.

We think that this effort, in fact, is an insult
to the East of the River Community. We think that there is no
way that this Applicant or this group that they have put
together would dare to try to propose a prison in Rock Creek
Park. They wouldn't dare propose a prison in the Palisades.
They came to Ward 8 which they thought was the land of least
resistance. We have managed to put together a pretty strong
group that is standing up on behalf of the East of the River
Community. We would like to announce to those that did not
get the memo that it is a new day in the District of Columbia.
We're not going to have any more foolishness. We're not going
to have any more misused land. We're not going to have any
ill-gotten plans and we're not going to allow a few bought off
individuals to determine the destiny of our community any
further. We don't want it. We don't need it.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Mr. Weiss, could
I ask you, do you happen to have copies of your testimony? I

don't think we -- did we get them in the --
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DR. WEISS: I will get it to you. Sorry about
that.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: I would very much like to --
I think we all would like to have copies of your testimony for
our own reference.

With that, I'll open it up to my colleagues for
questions.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: I just have a few, Madam
Chair. And this is to the ANC Commissioners. Has the ANC and
the community groups met with the applicants once the RFP was
changed.

MS. FREEMAN: I didn't hear your question.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Did you meet back with the
applicant once the RFP had been changed?

MS. FREEMAN: Yes, we did, on March 25th of
1999.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: And were any other concerns
addressed? I guess, were any other of the concerns -- did you
get a happy medium with any new concerns, or were you still in
the same place you were previously?

MS. FREEMAN: We were in the same position.

What the applicant pointed out was that the opportunities for
the ward were reduced because of the reduction in the
population.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Okay. This next question is

to Mr. Kinlow.
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MR. KINLOW: How do you propose that we take
care of our prison issue in the District of Columbia?

MR. KINLOW: I think it's a public policy
decision. 1It's best left to elected officials. I think they
would need to first devise a strategy for evaluating all of
the potential sites in the city and evaluate what are the
minimum requirements.

Is it 25 acres or 50 acres? What type of
population they would want to hold, and from there you would
move forward with some sort of process that would evaluate
each -- all of the physical characteristics and other social
characteristics of -- and opportunities and caveats to siting.

And then I think you would move forward, but
first I believe that the city would have to make it a priority
and say that this is something we want. Up to this point, the
city hasn't.

Before I was saying that, let's not put it here
in Ward 8 because there has been no hearings, and nobody has
offered -- community to come out and speak on this issue. I
was saying we needed a process first, and it has almost been
two years and our elected officials haven't come and said,
"Well, there is a process for this."

So I think it's left up to our elected
officials, and we'll see what happens.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Okay. Mr. Rhett, could you

-- I think you said in your testimony the right place for this
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facility. Could you elaborate a little more on that?

MR. RHETT: Well, again, the congressional
mandate stated that a prison be constructed within 300 miles
of the Capitol Building. Is that correct?

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Right.

MR. RHETT: And I wasn't -- I understand there
is a need to keep the inmates as nearby their families as
possible. Certainly, we are not arguing against the
contributions of families to the rehabilitation of those
prison inmates.

However, again, as Mr. Kinlow stated, there
should be an open, full, public debate process, so that
citizens would have an opportunity to participate on the
record prior to the selection of a siting of a prison.

And, certainly, to have Congress mandate that we
utilize Oxon Cove, which has many positives unlike their
portrayal as some city dump, it is certainly not a city dump
-- but to make that type of selection without the input of the
taxpaying citizens of the District of Columbia is an insult,
and we shouldn't stand for that.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Okay. Dr. Weiss, would you
say the prison -- you referenced lulu. Would you say that
this is a lulu just for Ward 8 or for the city as a whole?

DR. WEISS: 1It's a lulu for the city as a whole.
There should not be a prison located within the District of

Columbia.
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COMMISSIONER HOOD: Thank you. No further
questions.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. That last
question was mine as well. Any other gquestions,
Commissioners? Commissioner Clarens?

COMMISSIONER CLARENS: This is for Mr. Rhett.
Can you talk to me a little bit more about the land use issue
regarding the comprehensive plan and the issues of consistency
with the comprehensive plan, or inconsistency?

MR. RHETT: Right. Well, presently in that area
you have D.C. Village and you have the impoundment lot. There
was no consideration for that space other than it being open
green space, because it was in the possession of the National
Park Service. And the National Park Service for years had had
on the books, although they didn't have adequate funding, to
have that land be utilized as a hiker/biker trail and perhaps
a small mini-golf course or something of that sort.

That would have provided the only access in Ward
8 to the cove on the Potomac River. That is already a
National Park Service plan, until the congressional whatever.

What was designated, and is designated, for D.C.
Village is to provide the type of training, technological
training, and remedial education programs and services for the
citizens of Ward 8. There was also talk of perhaps working
with the Department of Public Works to perhaps relocate that

impoundment lot piece and have that area rezoned for light
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industrial use, to attract the type of light industry that
certainly would fit into that area given the access to Route
295. That would provide the real training.

Nowhere in that plan was there a prison, and
certainly the many fine programs and offerings that CCA is
including, and now they have even included a satellite campus
for UDC, but our issue is, well, wait a minute. The only
people that are going to have access to those great programs
are inmates. So we're telling our young people, "Well, if you
want to get job training, i1f you want to get continuing
education, if you want to get substance abuse prevention, go
out and knock somebody over the head. You can get sent to
this fine prison."

Is that really the message we want to send to
our young people, commit a crime, then get the services? I
think this is about an ounce of prevention versus a pound of
cure. Certainly, this represents the pound of cure at a
profit for non-D.C.-based businesses.

The real issue when the question is posed, "What
do we do about prison?" well, we improve our public education
institutions. We improve the public schools. We provide our
young people with a fair opportunity to participate in the
economic opportunities throughout the city and throughout the
metropolitan area.

But I don't think the prison is going to address

any of that. That only addresses the 1,200 inmates. What
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about the rest of the over 65,000 residents of Ward 8? What
about those that do not commit crimes?

COMMISSIONER CLARENS: But in the comprehensive
plan, the area immediately adjacent to this land was thought
of as an area appropriately -- or it was suggested that
perhaps it should be used for light industrial uses.

MR. RHETT: I mentioned that, yes. But, I mean,
I mentioned that fact. That is in the comprehensive plan.
And I'm simply saying these uses were for the benefit of the
general population of the Ward 8 community. To suggest that
the general population of the Ward 8 community consists of
convicts is ludicrous, because those are the only ones that
will benefit, or allegedly benefit, from what this applicant
is proposing.

They have not demonstrated, by the way, a track
record anywhere of successfully implementing these types of
programs, whether it's in their home base of Nashville, or
whether it's in Ohio, or whether it's in Arizona, or wherever
else. They have not demonstrated this.

The issue is about who controls the land. They
had 84 acres in the State of Maryland. Why didn't they
propose building the prison on those 84 acres? Let me
explain. Two Senators and two congressional votes that said,
"Absolutely not in our area where we're proposing economic
development."

So the alternative was to find a poor District
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of Columbia that has absolutely not one vote in the Senate,
not one vote in Congress, and so certainly we can't oppose
them on the federal level. And maybe if they can buy off
enough people, they can bamboozle us and hoodwink us into
agreeing to put a prison in and calling that economic
development, A. And B, now that the economic development
argument didn't fly, it's now social improvement and family
enhancement and family protection.

Well, excuse me. That's what churches are for,
I thought. And certainly, Ward 8 has no shortage of churches.

COMMISSIONER CLARENS: Very good. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: All right. If there aren't
any further questions, I'd like to ask for cross examination
from the applicant.

You have no cross examination? Oh. That was a
surprise. Caught us all off guard.

Thank you very, very much, all of you, for
coming to testify. And we would like your testimony, Dr.
Weiss. And we really appreciate all of the time you've spent.

Now, you don't want to go away. Or one or more
of you might want to stay. We're going to move now and start
testimony from those who are -- we do proponents before we do
opponents.

So we're going to start asking members of the
audience to testify, and those who are in favor. And the

parties need -- you have the opportunity to cross examine any
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of those witnesses. So one or more of you probably needs to
stay to possibly cross examine some witnesses.

(Whereupon, the proceedings in the foregoing

matter went off the record briefly at 10:15

p.m.)

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: We are going to take a five-
minute break, if you don't mind, before we get started on the
testimony for the rest of the evening.

(Whereupon, the proceedings in the foregoing

matter went off the record at 10:16 p.m. and

went back on the record at 10:25 p.m.)

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: We are ready to resume.

There is one more party. We are now moving, as
you are aware, to hearing from the proponents, and then the
opponents, and there is one party that has not chosen so far
to be involved in the cross examination that is a proponent,
and I would like them to come forward at this time.

The organization is the Citizens for a
Progressive Ward 8. Are they here? Oh, I'm sorry. Oh, there
is quite a few of you.

And particularly now, everyone needs to identify
themselves and where they live, and make sure they fill out
the two identification slips and give them to the reporter.

And as a party, you are aware you have 15
minutes for your presentation, for all of your members?

Whenever you're ready, you can begin. You can fill the cards
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out afterwards. Just make sure that the reporter has them
before you leave.

MR. SMITH: Good evening.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Good evening.

MR. SMITH: Madam Chairman, platform guests,
friends, residents, and concerned citizens and parties, my
name is Sy Smith. And although I live in Oxon Hill, which is
an adjacent community to the proposed site, I treat substance
abusers, also known as drug addicts, in the Ward 8 area.

Now, I want to say that for the past 29 years or
so I have treated more than 20,000 heroin, crack cocaine,
cocaine addicts, and alcoholics, in different municipalities,
to include New York, Atlanta, Washington, D.C., of course,
under APRA, and ADASA before APRA changed its name.

The same kind of contemplation was experienced
about if you bring this kind of operation into a community, to
Ward 8 specifically, that there would be all kinds of upheaval
and disruption. I'm here to tell you tonight that in 1995, on
July 24th, a place -- a facility opened up, a treatment
facility opened up, at 3720 Martin Luther King Avenue, called
SYMBAS TEAM, S-Y-M-B-A-S, Team.

Now, that acronym stands for Saving Your Mind,
Body, and Spirit Takes Every Allowable Measure. This is a
treatment facility for substance abusers, and this facility
treats more than 1,500 clients, all of whom are substance

addicts, per year.
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The thing that makes this so colossally relevant
is the fact that 90 percent of these substance abusers are on
parole or probation or come directly from Lorton Penitentiary,
as it were.

The community did not experience a lot of -- or
any disruption, loitering, pocketbook snatching, and a whole
degrading of quality. These people were in treatment, and
they successfully negotiated their treatment, as they have in
other municipalities.

Now, let me say, what we're looking at here is a
lot more than just the distance in terms of where will the
inmates undergo their correction and their treatment. Where
will this take place is a much greater issue than simply the
distance. If we send them away from D.C. and don't treat our
own here, what we're actually saying to them and to our own
communities is, "Go somewhere else and get this problem taken
care of."

And the somewhere else, wherever you go, fix
these people and reintegrate them into society, so when they
come back here to D.C. we can hope that through some divine
serendipitous event that they will somehow be able to
reintegrate.

What you want to do to enhance the chances of
that success or reintegration into society is to treat them
and to -- to treat them here where they will have closer ties

with family, with job opportunities, and not take them to a
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strange place, because when they come back here this is a
strange place once again, and they are further rendered
helpless, hapless, and hopeless.

Now, let me say, we talked earlier about the
safety and crime and safety issue. Let me tell you today that
fully 97 -- and in D.C. area it may be even more -- 97 out of
100 black homicides laying in the ground today -- buried --
were done by other blacks.

The Census Bureau has reported that if D.C. were
a county -- and it's difficult, you know, because it's not a
county, it's a city, but it's not a state, so they're going
through that comparative analysis. If D.C. were a county
measured against all other counties in the United States of
America, D.C. has the second lowest life expectancy for males
in America.

Somebody earlier tonight talked about crime and
people coming back and in a strange place and the homicides
that come back to reek havoc on communities. For that issue
almost alone -- and this is Census report data that has been
verified by the insurance companies, and you know the
insurance companies would know this -- the second lowest life
expectancy for males in America is right here in Washington,
D.C., when it's measured against all other counties in
America.

The last thing I want to say for my limited time

-- when we're talking about prison versus jail versus
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penitentiary versus correctional facility, we're really
tampering with semantics there. It almost mimics, you know,
people having a smart contest to say who is the smartest.

When we get down to the basics, what it boils
down to is what someone said earlier, that there are people
who have not been appropriately socialized in America, in
Washington, D.C., and they step over the line. They have to
be incarcerated and rehabilitated somewhere.

Now, if these people were going to come out of
the facility, and if they were going to shovel coal and strip
mine coal as a profession, then they should go -- they should
be sent now to West Virginia somewhere, or Pennsylvania. If
they were going to repair trolley cars, they should be sent to
San Francisco.

But the real truth of the matter is: they are
going to be reintegrated back into Washington, D.C., and D.C.
has the responsibility to rehabilitate its own. New Jersey
doesn't want people from here sent up there. West Virginia
doesn't want them. We should take care of our own. It's our
responsibility.

And the last thing I'll say is that when we send
the people somewhere else to say, "Somebody else take care of
this problem for us," in addition to punishing the families of
the people we are also punishing the citizens and the tax base
of Washington, D.C., because that also flows out to the

somewhere else that we hope that will mysteriously somehow
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take care of and rehabilitate these people.

Thank you. And I will turn this over to our
chairperson, Joyce Scott.

MR. SPIVEY: Good evening. I will make this
very short. My name is Kevin Spivey. I'm a convicted felon.
I served nine years in the Federal Bureau of Prisons. During
that time, I lost my mother and my brother. Since then, I
have returned back to society from the Federal Bureau of
Prisons, and I have received a degree in culinary arts. I now
currently own my own restaurant in northwest Washington.

Now, during the process of my incarceration, I
was sent to various institutions far away from home, which
caused a hardship on my mother who was not ill but not very
rich where she could afford to travel.

Now, in the process of this, this didn't
rehabilitate me. I had to make up my mind to rehabilitate
myself. You know, I've been sitting here all night listening
to first one person and then another talking about the
institution causing the property value to go down, or this or
that. And you're talking about people as if they are things.
People are not things.

And I'm gquite sure not too many of you all in
here has ever been through a period of incarceration. But I
have, and I have seen the people, and I'm here on behalf of
the people. 2And I think that if the people were kept closer

to their loved ones, that's the stronger possibility of any
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form of rehabilitation.

What you see in repeat offenders is someone who
is sent away to somebody else's hands to mold. And when he
comes back, he has been molded by something; you don't know
what. And then you have your problem all over again.

My point is: I think that this would be a very
good thing, to have a treatment facility here because it keeps
them closer, and it allows them to rehabilitate and to
communicate closer with the family.

Now, if we take and take out the family wvalue,
and worry about the property value, then we are not dealing as
people with people. We're dealing as people with things.

Now, if you decide that you want to deal with things and
people, then you're going to constantly have this problem with
the people.

And that's about all I have to say. I'm not
going to tie up no more of your time. I've heard enough of
it. Okay. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

MS. MARTIN: Good evening, Madam Chair. My name
is Naomie K. Martin. I was born and raised in Washington,
D.C., and I have lived most of my life in Ward 8. I am a
homeowner in Ward 8, and I am here today to pledge my strong
support for the proposed correctional rehabilitation facility
in Ward 8.

As a homeowner, I do not see anything that would
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propose -- that the proposed facility would cause this
community or its residents. I was brought up to believe that
we are responsible for every child, and that we are mothers
and fathers to every one of them. We cannot toss our children
aside when they are sick and in need of help. If we do not
help them, then who will?

Are we so insensitive as a society that we do
not care about our children and their cries for help? Let us
work together and make a productive people of our children and
help those who need help the most. God said, "When you help
the least of my people, you help me."

Let me leave you with this final thought. What
if your child was -- what if it was your child? What type of
help would you want to offer your child? I happen to know
first hand, and I earnestly believe, that I would not want --
I would want to have available the assistance that this
proposed correctional facility has to offer. What about you?

Thank you. May God be with us all.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

MS. JOYCE SCOTT: I would like to submit my
copies as well as copies of petitions of about a thousand
signatures from Ward 8.

MR. ERONDU: You all have one more minute.

MS. JOYCE SCOTT: Let me first give honor to
God, whom all things are possible. Good evening.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Good evening.
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MS. JOYCE SCOTT: Let me first say what I just
submitted was my copies of my testimony as well as one set of
signed petitions from residents in Ward 8. And as you thumb
through them, you will find that there are addresses and
signatures from people on the side of southwest in which the
proposed site is, and also out of the same building that Mrs.
Ijames -- the Wingate House also. So now I'm going to go into
my statement.

Madam Chairperson and members of the Commission

MR. ERONDU: Time is up.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: That's all right. I will
extend and allow you another minute or two for your coalition,
SO you can get -- summarize your testimony.

How many more people -- did you have everyone
wishing to testify? Who else is supposed to testify for your
coalition?

MS. JOYCE SCOTT: Just myself out of this
coalition.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Just yourself?

MS. JOYCE SCOTT: And you're saying I only have
two minutes? No minutes? What?

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: The time is passed, but I
will extend it. How long do you think it will take you?

MS. JOYCE SCOTT: I guess about four minutes.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Four is the -- can you
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squinch it down to two?

MS. JOYCE SCOTT: No, I don't think I can do
this in two minutes.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Just summarize it. We'll
read this ourselves. If you can give --

MS. JOYCE SCOTT: Okay. Well, then, since you
have it to go in the record, I will summarize. I have worked
in Ward 8 for many years, working with substance abusers and
folks who have been incarcerated and who have been sentenced
to long-term -- have been sentenced to jail but would be
allowed a long-term treatment bed in lieu of jail. And, of
course, court-appointed lawyers do not do that, so that's
where I came in contact with Mr. Sy Smith.

And when I obtained a long-term treatment bed,
and they can go into treatment for a year opposed to jail
time, then I have worked with those individuals in that
nature. Those individuals were not shipped out, but they
would have been had they not been given an opportunity to have
a substance treatment bed.

The criminal activity in Ward 8, and the bars on
the window in Ward 8, folks have bars on their windows and
their doors not because of folks who are incarcerated at the
CTF, D.C. Jail, or at Lorton, but because of the criminal
element which is in our community. What needs to be shipped
out of Ward 8 is crack cocaine and the firearms, which are

plenty, and that is what creates a criminal.
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When we have bullets that go through the schools
there, when women are raped there, I don't see the opponents
nowhere in sight. We had an elementary school where bullets
from the drug dealers have gone through the school. It was
Joyce Scott and Citizens for a Progressive Ward 8 that had to
hold a press conference in order to put pressure on the police
to get protection there.

The rapes that happen in our community -- we did
not see these opponents anywhere in sight. I have been
fighting for many years with getting folks out of drug
treatment, out of jail, and into houses and into employment.

I have folks who have -- that I have worked with for many
years that we have helped in that fashion.

I believe that these people can be
rehabilitated. I believe that we should keep them home, that
we -- that I support a facility being built at Oxon Cove, so
that we can be sure that these folks get the type of treatment
that they need. If we ship them out and they are warehoused
somewhere else, then they -- and put in prisons, they are
warehoused and made meaner than junkyard dogs.

When they are returned loose, you can bet your
money back they're given a one-way ticket back to Washington,
D.C., and will be your repeat offender on your street, such as
in the Tina Pruckmeyer case, because that man never got the
proper treatment at Lorton.

I have visited the CTF, I have visited
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Youngstown only two weeks ago, and I visited a women's
facility in Grants, New Mexico. And for the programs there,
the lifetime drug program there, those are the things that I
support. The living conditions there, the educational
programs there, and the training there, that's what we need.
These people are not things; they are human beings.

And as far as folks talking about going to the
-- not in their backyard, when you go to the cemetery, when
you die and go to the cemetery, your backyard does not go with
you. That place is so out of sight, it can be out of mind.
That is not the problem, and it would not be the problem in
Ward 8.

And if folks -- and to Ms. Freeman's comment of
folks talking about moving out of Ward 8, if the gunfire does
not run you out of Ward 8, and when you can pick up the paper
every other day, we've got a body, we are going to anoint 10th
Place, which has lost too many lives due to the drug trade,
those opponents have never been out there on the front line to
stand up and take on the drug dealers.

But Joyce Scott and Citizens for a Progressive
Ward 8 has. We have dealt with the issue from all angles.

And anytime you do not rise to the occasion, when bullets run
through an elementary school and the -- I had the reporters
there, go to Montgomery Elementary School and ask them. The
children have bullet drills, not fire drills.

In the name of Jesus, I ask you to give us an
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opportunity to be at the table, put a Citizens Advisory Board
in place. We will hold CCA's feet to the fire to make sure
that these people get what they need. We are talking about
medium security. We are not talking about individuals that
need to be placed in facilities such as the Supermax in Red
Onion. Those are not what we are talking about.

We are talking about folks who are on a short
string that are on their way back to this city, and we need to
be concerned about what will be returned to this city.

And also, in the Bible -- I'm a very spiritual
woman. That's why I do the work I do. In Matthew it says,
"When I was hungry, you fed me. When I was naked, you clothed
me. When I was in prison, you come to me." It is our holy
obligation to reach out and help these people. It is not on
the table. There is not money on the table right now for a
school, for a grocery store, or a golf course.

The issue is right now is, what are we going to
do with our inmates? And I truly support keeping our folks
here. It is our responsibility. I think we need to be humane
and human about it and accept it and deal with it, as my
father in heaven would. And he was known to turn around
pimps, panhandlers, prostitutes, and drug addicts. Okay?

They are people, too, and they can be reformed.

And this here Kevin Spivey, he ain't heavy; he's

my brother. And that was my mother that died while he was

gone. I took those phone calls from him. I had to finish
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picking up the weight. But he got his GED. And when he came
out, he went to culinary school, and he sits here now a
decent, upright citizen. He is not scum of the earth. Okay?

And people have been going to prison since the
Biblical days. Until the coming of my father, they are going
to continue to go. So we need to look at it in reality and
understand that since crack cocaine hit our city, we had a
surge in incarceration like nothing.

If these opponents -- they won't go out there
and stand up against the drug dealers. I have. I've got some
news articles that I can send to you. Okay? I don't know
where Mr. Kinlow has been, or any of them over there for that
matter. But I have dealt with it, and I have taken
prostitutes off the corner and put them in drug treatment, got
them into housing, and reunited them with their children.
That's what my work is about, and my record can speak for
itself.

I thank you. 1In the name of Jesus, I hope that
you give us that opportunity because Joyce Scott would
definitely be at the table, and Joyce Scott would definitely
hold CCA's feet to the fire.

But what I've seen this far I like. I want to
see it here. I want to give our people a chance, and I want
to do the work that my God has put on my heart to do, and that
I have been doing for some years long before these folks --

when Kinlow was in college becoming a substance abuser, I was
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out there working.
Thank you. May God bless you.
CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.
(Applause.)
May I ask, are the people --
MS. JOYCE SCOTT: Are there any questions?
CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Are the other folks with you
part of your coalition?
MS. JOYCE SCOTT: They are residents from
Ward 8.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: They are residents of Ward

MS. JOYCE SCOTT: Right. That were individuals
that want to do their own testimonies.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Okay. Good. This is the
last party, and so I wanted to doublecheck and make sure that
there wasn't -- well, let's start with ourselves. Are there
any questions from my colleagues?

Seeing none, I would like to ask I guess the
applicant, does the applicant have any cross examination of
this party? How about the other parties in opposition, do you
have any --

MS. JOYCE SCOTT: Bring it on.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: -- questions of this
coalition?

MS. FREEMAN: I have one question. There are
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over 17 companies in the United States that operate privatized
facilities. Has the proponent been approached by any other of
the privatized companies?

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Did you hear that question?

MS. JOYCE SCOTT: No. No, we -- no, no. I have
no knowledge of any that was interested in doing anything in
Ward 8, or in the city at all.

MR. KINLOW: My question is: Ms. Scott, you've
indicated that you've gone to New Mexico and to Youngstown.
Can you tell me how you got there, who paid for your trip?

MS. JOYCE SCOTT: How did I get there? I got
there on an airplane, and it was paid for by CCA. They looked
good paying for it if they wanted to see their facility.
That's the only way they could get my vote of confidence,
because I just don't go in there blind.

MR. KINLOW: Thank you.

MS. JOYCE SCOTT: You're welcome.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Any other gquestions? All
right. Seeing none, thank you for coming to testify this
evening. We appreciate having you here.

MS. JOYCE SCOTT: Once again, thank you so much.
Have a good evening.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: With that, we're going to
move on now to persons. We have finished all parties, and
we're going to move to persons. There has been a request by a

council member to have --
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MR. ERONDU: Yeah. His --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Is he still here?

MR. ERONDU: -- testimony summarized. I think
he is still here.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Who?

MR. ERONDU: Council member --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Is there someone here who
wishes to testify on behalf of Harold Brazil?

MS. WINTERS: (Inaudible comment from an unmiked
location.)

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Sure. We have 155 people on

the list; I'm sure you're here. Are you in support or in

opposition?

MS. WINTERS: Support.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: You're in support? Well,
then, I will go ahead, since I don't see -- is this -- who is

here? Someone for --

MR. ERONDU: Yeah.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Ms. Winters, come down and
we'll have you testify afterwards. We need to move along
here. 1In deference to Ms. Winters, may she testify in support
quickly? You don't have to get up. Just move the chairs a
little bit.

And we are now moving to three minutes, very,
very tightly watched. For organizations, it's five minutes.

For individuals, it's three. For parties, it is 15. But we
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have no more parties, so we just have organizations and
individuals left. Excuse me. And so you need to start by
identifying yourself.

Are you prepared to start timing, Mr. Erondu?

MR. ERONDU: Okay. This is individuals, right?

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: I asked Ms. Winters, since
Mr. Brazil --

MR. RHETT: Madam Chair, it is our understanding
that Mr. Brazil is going to testify in support of the --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: No, he was in opposition. I
was asking for the testimony out of deference, as we often do,
for City Council people. We put them at the front of the list
because of their busy schedules. This is someone representing
Council member Brazil, who I understand is going to testify in
opposition. But I don't know where he is.

MR. RHETT: 1Is there a written statement we
could review?

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Pardon me?

MR. RHETT: Is there a written statement?

MR. ERONDU: I don't understand you, please. I

think the ex-Council member should -- we'll start with her and

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Well, is Mr. Brazil's
representative here, and is he going to testify?
MR. ERONDU: Yes, he is here. He said after the

lady he will come up.
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CHAIRPERSON KRESS: All right. Ms. Winters,
would you -- I'm sorry we have not handled this --

MS. WINTERS: That's all right.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: -- quite well. We're trying
to move quickly here, be respectful of our past Council
members and our current Council members. So would you go
ahead and give us your testimony?

MS. WINTERS: Thank you. I'll do it as quickly
as possible. What we say out of our mouth and what we do with
our time reflect who we are. I make no apology for who I am.
I have fed the hungry, I have clothed the naked, and I have
visited those in prison.

With that, I would like to identify myself and
say good evening to the Chair and all of you on the
Commission. I do respect your position. You have a hard
task, and I see that you have been able -- able -- to separate
the rhetoric from the facts.

I would like to say I am testifying as a private
citizen, as a former member of the Council of the District of
Columbia. I have had the honor of serving 16 years as the
Council member from Ward 6, where I lived in the Capitol Hill
neighborhood for many years. I support the proposal to
develop the D.C. correctional and rehabilitation center at the
Oxon Cove site.

My reason for taking this position are based on

my experience in dealing with the correction issues in the
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District over the past decades, and my experience and
observation as a Capitol Hill resident.

First, the District has a responsibility to
provide the incarcerated a facility. We all wish prisons were
not necessary, but we can all hope for a miracle, but crime
does take place. And that is a reality. As a city, we have
to understand that protecting our citizens and enforcing the
law means that some people will always be in prison.

I say to you that these people in prison should
be rehabilitated and will return to our communities. We also
have to understand who we are punishing. We keep saying we
love our children. When a child cannot see his mother or
father, aunt and uncle, and we have transported our prisoners
so far from the District of Columbia, I think that is not only
inhumane but there is nothing about it that shows any streak
of Christianity.

I attended the hearings last Monday, and I heard
a lot of talk about image. The Office of Planning
representatives seem to think that having a correctional
facility at Oxon Cove would somehow damage the image of the
neighborhood. I must say that the quality of the Office of
Planning testimony left a lot to be desired. I heard a lot of
blanket accusations and assertions, but I did not hear any
evidence to back it up.

Well, I was a resident of Ward 6, a Council

member, when the correctional treatment center was built at
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19th and E Street, directly across the street from a
residential neighborhood. The facility was first proposed in
1986. The Capitol Hill community rose up against it.

When I hear the argument made by the opponent,
it just seems like soup warmed over. And I want to --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: We have surpassed our time,
so if you could please summarize.

MS. WINTERS: I would like to say that the
property value and the image of Capitol Hill has not gone
down. There are -- just what I heard Mrs. Freeman say
tonight, the person who led the charge against building the
treatment facility said just what -- and I wrote Mrs.
Freeman's remarks down -- that we want to get involved, we
want to help make sure the programs work. We want to make --
all of that, can you do it in Youngstown? Can you do it out
of town? You do it in your own home base.

And before the facility was completed, the
person who led the opposition -- I have attached, Madam
Chairman, a copy of The Washington Post. Not often do I quote
The Washington Post, but they say they represent people.
Thirty-two thousand people were registered in November on the
Board of Election list; 8,000 voted. And if you really wanted
to play the numbers game, who represents whom?

I would say, how many of the people have they
touched in Ward 8? The majority of the people that I have

talked to probably far exceed those persons who come to those
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meetings, because mothers with children, mothers who have
problems, mothers who do not have transportation, are not
meeting-goers. You find the same people at all of the
meetings representing the people in an area, and they haven't
touched base with the 2,000 people they're supposed to be
touching in the first place.

May God bless them. This is a human interest,
and it has nothing to do with property values going down
whatsoever. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Questions,
colleagues? Any cross examination?

MR. RHETT: No. We would like to thank the
former Council member for her time on this issue.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

MS. WINTERS: I would like for them to have a
copy of my statement. I should have given it to them.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: We would like that very

much. I mean, we would like that as well. We like to share

MS. WINTERS: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: -- the information as much
as we can. Thank you very much for coming and spending all of
the time here this evening and testifying.

With that, I will have the representative of
Harold Brazil, and I think I may have misrepresented his

testimony. If you could come forward and testify now.
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MR. SLOAN: Good evening, Madam Chair and
members of the Commission. My name is Douglas Sloan. I am
the Community Relations Director for Council Member Harold
Brazil, and I will be reading a statement prepared by the
Council member.

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to
share some views regarding the application for the proposed
correctional facility at Oxon Cove. I have not come here to
try to tell you how to decide the case before you. It is the
Commission's responsibility to determine whether the site is
suitable and whether the project complies with the zoning
regulations, and I do not want to interfere with your task.

Instead, I am here to share information about
important policy considerations that are involved in this
proposal. As Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, I have the
responsibility to bring these matters to your attention.

About three months ago, I conducted hearings on
the District's present and future correctional facility needs
and concluded that we have compelling reasons to develop one
or more additional facilities within the District at whatever
location the Zoning Commission finds appropriate and in
compliance with the zoning rules.

I understand the Commission has received a copy
of the letter that 12 members of the City Council, including
myself, sent last year to Cathy Hawk, Director of the Federal

Bureau of Prisons. We stated our belief that the BOP should
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locate facilities for District inmates within the District of

Columbia for two reasons.

recession-proof jobs.

remains unacceptably high,

First, prisons generate steady, well-paying,

With an unemployment rate that still

the District needs these jobs.

With several hundred correctional facility jobs within our

grasp, it makes no sense at all to turn all of this down --

excuse me -- at all to turn down this opportunity and send

these jobs to some rural depressed area 200 or 300 miles away.

Second, we expressed our belief in the

importance of incarcerating D.C.

families,

inmates close to their

so that they can continue to receive the family

support that often makes the difference in whether an inmate

succeeds or fails in turning his life around.

No matter where these inmates are incarcerated,

they will come back here to the District when they are

released.

It is clearly in our best interest to have them

come back drug free and with an education, job skills, and a

commitment to pursue a law-abiding life and not to return to a

career of

crime.

Incarcerating them close to their families

promotes the goal of rehabilitation; thus, it is in our own

best interest as a city.

I continue to believe in the

validity and importance of those reasons we stated in our

letter to

(202) 234-4433

the BOP.

In the course of the recent committee hearings,
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several things became clear. First, the courts are continuing
to place high-risk defendants awaiting trial, including those
charged with murder and other violent crimes, in loosely-
controlled halfway houses where they can walk away almost at
will. This should not be done, but the judges say that they
have no choice because the D.C. Jail is filled to capacity on
most days.

It is a fact --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Can you summarize? We are

way over our three minutes. Could you possibly summarize for
us? We do have it -- and we'll read it thoroughly -- in our
record.

MR. SLOAN: Okay. A summarization --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Where does Council Member
Brazil stand?

MR. SLOAN: As a summarization real quick, I can
give you the last two paragraphs.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Why don't you do that.

MR. SLOAN: From my study of these issues, and
from the evidence presented at my committee hearings, I am
convinced that we need to build one or more correctional
facilities somewhere in the District of Columbia. It is not
in the best interest of the District to perpetuate the
developing trend of sending our inmates to prisons all over
the country.

No other jurisdiction tries to send its inmates
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out of state. Neither should we. I realize that the Zoning
Commission has not been accustomed to dealing with
correctional issues such as this. When the D.C. Government
built the D.C. detention center and correctional treatment
facility, both in my Ward 6 neighborhood, Zoning Commission
review was not required for government facilities.

But this proposed facility must come under
Zoning review, and I appear here, or send my proxy, to ask you
to give due consideration to the important public policy
issues that are on the table.

Thank you for allowing me to bring these issues
to your attention.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. I'm not sure we
can really cross examine, since you are here -- so --

MR. SLOAN: Just speaking for him.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: So we will not subject you
to cross examination.

MR. SLOAN: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you for coming this
evening.

With that, we will move on with those who are
proponents. Yes? I can't hear you. I'm sorry.

MR. KINLOW: Since Mr. Sloan is a staff member
of Council Member Brazil, maybe he can glean some light on one
particular issue.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: We'll ask him if he feels
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comfortable and if he --

MR. KINLOW: Okay. Could I pose a question to
him to take to Mr. Brazil at this time that would clarify?

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Not through this wvehicle of
this hearing, unfortunately.

MR. KINLOW: Okay.

MR. RHETT: Madam Chair, the question is, we
have in our possession a letter dated September of 1998 in
which Mr. Brazil stated strongly his opposition to the
construction of a prison. There seems to be -- private
prison. There seems to be some conflict here, and we just
wanted some clarity.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: We are aware of both letters
and will take that into consideration. Thank you.

With that, would you speak to who you are and --

MS. HAWKINS: Yes. Good evening, Madam Chair
and the rest of the members of the Commission. I appreciate
-- my name is Hannah M. Hawkins. I am the Executive Director
of Children of Mine, which is a youth center in Ward 8 that
services over 200 children per day.

I am here to speak for the children. The only
voice they have in these proceedings is the voice that I can
give them with God's guidance.

Earlier this year, the D.C. Department of
Corrections ordered the transfer of 240 female inmates from

the correctional treatment facility on Capitol Hill to federal
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prisons in Dansbury, Connecticut, and West Virginia. The
Washington Post had a moving article about what this means to
the children left behind. By the way, some of those children
were mine, the ones I service every day.

Children who have been able to wvisit their
mothers several times a week now face long and painful
separations that will, without a doubt, leave them scarred for
life. You think you have seen pain? Well, I'm here to tell
you, my brothers and sisters, you have not seen pain.

Normally, I would say no, I am in support of a
correctional facility to be placed in our community. Well,
the damage to the neighborhood, my brothers and sisters, now
is the criminal element that has more subsidiaries than most
of America's biggest corporations.

We cannot depend on our schools to educate and
prepare these young people for the working class. We cannot
depend on our churches to prepare the young people to be good
citizens and do as God wants them to do. We cannot depend on
many of their parents to teach them right from wrong. We
cannot depend on public health services to keep them healthy.
We cannot depend on Department of Recreation to amuse them
anymore.

What we can depend on is the criminal element
that provides the on-the-job training.

I am here because I see the least and the lost

and the lonely every day. I see that our children are no
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longer bonding with their parents because their parents are
either in Pennsylvania; Youngstown, Ohio; Beemore; Jessup,
Maryland; or New Mexico, and all around.

Instead of us separating -- especially, you
know, years ago, there was not such a thing as separating a
child from the mother. We have space for a facility that can
be built in our community. We are the only city that sends
their inmates out of state. Every state and principality
places their inmates in their communities.

I'm here in support of a facility, a
correctional facility, to be placed in Ward 8.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

MS. HAWKINS: I am tired of hearing the
rhetoric. I am really surprised that this has turned over to
a political game, and I would like very much to see something
done with the grounds in Ward 8. Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. 1Is there
questions from my colleagues? Any cross examination? Seeing
none, thank you. Pardon me?

MR. RHETT: We would like to thank Ms. Hawkins
for the great work she has done.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you very much. There
is no one that is allowed to speak from the audience. The
cross examination is only allowed by the parties.

I'm sorry. Who is next? We are just doing --

right now, again, we're doing proponents testifying. If you
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represent yourself, you have three minutes. If you represent
an organization, you get five minutes, but only one person can
represent an organization. All right? Just so we make sure
we've got our ground rules.

Please continue.

MS. HOOD: Good evening, Chairperson, members of
the Commission. My name is Carla Hood, a lifetime resident of
Ward 8, a single parent and a proud employee of Corrections
Corporation of America. I'm 38 years old, and for my entire
adult life I have tried to improve my well being to establish
a better life for me and my children.

However, since I have become an adult, there
have been many delays and detours in my efforts to get a
better life. For the past five years, I have been on public
assistance and enrolled in Temporary Assistance Program for
Needy Families.

However, today, I am proud to report that my
dream to be off public assistance and be self-sufficient have
become a reality -- for a full-time employee of Corrections
Corporation of America. Before becoming an employee of CCA,
my dreams have been denied.

During my time on welfare, I was not able to
find a job which paid me enough to meet the basic needs of my
family. Through my employment with CCA, I am able to provide
for myself and my family.

With the career advancement possibilities, and

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

the company saving plans, I may one day be able to fulfill my

dream and own my own home. CCA has changed my life and has --
and the lives of my children, and for better -- and for
better.

It is my hope that you will do the right thing
by providing the zoning request by CCA. If you do, other
single parents can also realize their dreams of getting off
welfare, becoming self-sufficient, and someday giving back to
the community of Ward 8.

Thank you for your time, and I hope my example
will help you to decide in favor of helping other residents of
Ward 8. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Any questions,
colleagues? Any cross examination? Thank you so very much
for coming and testifying for us this evening. I really
appreciate it.

Would you continue?

MS. SPIVEY: Good evening, everyone. My name is
Tracey Spivey. I'm a long-time resident of Ward 8, and
District employee, and a mother of two young children. I
would like to go on record supporting the proposed D.C.
correctional rehabilitation facility, especially if it means
keeping women inmates home.

In my work as a community outreach worker, I
have come in contact with many women who have substance abuse

issues. If these women are not properly treated, they will
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become criminals due to their addiction. It is my feeling
that the need for a correctional rehabilitation facility will
meet the needs of our community in more ways than one -- by
offering proper drug treatment services, educational programs,
health care for inmates, and employment opportunities for the
Ward 8 community.

Thank you for your time and consideration. May
God bless you all.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Questions,
colleagues? Any cross examination? Thank you very much for
coming to testify.

Next?

MS. LEFTWICH: Good evening, Madam Chairperson,
Zoning Commissioner, audience. My name is Janine Leftwich. I
am a lifelong resident of the Ward 8 community. I am
currently a resident at 1361 Congress Street, S.E. I am also
employed for the District of Columbia Public Schools.

I am also a recent graduate from the University
of the District of Columbia, holding an Associate's Degree in
Mortuary Science.

I have found it extremely hard trying to find
full-time employment since I've obtained my degree. As a
progressive citizen of Ward 8, I am very supportive of the --
I am very supportive of the correctional facility of
rehabilitation being built in our community. It will bring

many job opportunities, along with comprehensive job training
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and skills to our community. In most cases, I am certain that
this facility will not bring any harm nor hurt to anyone or
anything in our community.

In conclusion, I would like to thank you for
your time and consideration in this matter.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Questions,
colleagues? Cross examination? Thank you.

MS. BONNIE SCOTT: Good evening, Madam
Chairperson and members of the Commission. Thank you for your
opportunity to testify in support of the proposed D.C.
corrections and rehabilitation center. My name is Bonnie
Scott, and I am 28 years of age and a lifelong resident of
Ward 8.

As a single parent with two children, I have
spent most of my adult life working numerous clerical jobs,
never earning more than $17,000 annually. This continued
until Corrections Corporation of America offered me the
opportunity to become part of its family.

I am proud to say that my present salary is
$26,000 annually, with benefits for me and my children, also
an excellent opportunity for advancement. Only by the grace
of God has these blessings been showered on me and my family.

Now, prior to being employed with CCA, the
limited income I have earned, my children and I have lived in
federal subsidized housing in Ward 8. Not that living in

subsidized housing is a bad thing; I just want more for myself
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and my children. Since being employed with CCA, I have

purchased my own home and have become self-sufficient.

Over the past several months, I have listened to

opponents of the project and their suggestions as to how the

particular tract of land known as Oxon Cove should be used.

None of their ideas and views offered Ward 8 residents who are

unemployed or receiving public assistance an opportunity to
earn a minimum income and the opportunity to become self-
sufficient.

They merely suggest a golf course that has no

economic, social, or recreational benefits to the residents of

Ward 8. A golf course is just a vehicle for a class of people

to demonstrate that they have arrived. However, CCA offers
real jobs and opportunity for those similar to my
circumstances a chance to share in the same American dream
that you and others often speak about.

I respectfully urge you to support the project
and bring real economic development to Ward 8. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Questions,
colleagues? Cross examination?

MR. RHETT: I have one question, if I may. Ms.
Scott?

MS. BONNIE SCOTT: Yes, sir?

MR. RHETT: Are you a correctional officer?

MS. BONNIE SCOTT: Yes, sir.

MR. RHETT: How long have you been a
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correctional officer?

MS. BONNIE SCOTT: Seven months.

MR. RHETT: Seven months?

MS. BONNIE SCOTT: Yes, sir.

MR. RHETT: Do you recall your starting salary?

MS. BONNIE SCOTT: $26,000.

MR. RHETT: That was your starting salary?

MS. BONNIE SCOTT: Yes, sir.

MR. RHETT: Thank you.

MS. BONNIE SCOTT: You're welcome.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

MR. FOWLER: Good afternoon, Madam Chairperson,
and members of the Commission.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Before we go on, how many
more people are here to testify in support? Would you -- the
folks down here and one more up in the audience? How many
people are here to testify in opposition yet this evening?
Eleven. Okay. Thank you.

Why don't you continue?

MR. FOWLER: Again, good afternoon, Madam
Chairperson, and members of the Commission. I thank you for
this opportunity to testify in support of the proposed D.C.
correctional and rehabilitation center.

My name is Rickey Fowler. I am 30 years of age
and a graduate of the D.C. public school system, a lifelong

resident of the District of Columbia, Ward 8.
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Presently, my occupation is that of a
correctional officer. I was previously employed by the D.C.
Department of Corrections and currently employed by
Corrections Corporation of America, CCA. Due to federal laws
ordering the closure of Lorton by 2002, and the limited
employment offered by the Federal Bureau of Prisons to work in
D.C., I took a job with Corrections Corporation of America,
which offered me the opportunity to remain in the corrections,
live in D.C., and an opportunity to advance my career.

For months I have heard that this project
provides nothing to the community. Let me pass on a few
facts. My current salary is $5,000 over the minimum income
for Ward 8. The starting salary for the proposed facility at
Oxon Cove will be $10,000 over the median income of Ward 8.

Opponents of this project has stated that this
project does nothing but provide a negative image of our
community. I ask: what is so negative about young people
seeing adults going to work, buying homes, purchasing new
cars, and a real opportunity in life, compared to drug dealers
giving them a false impression of life?

We talk about empowering our community. Well,
how can we, if there are no opportunities for people like me
who love where they live -- who love where they live -- but
need opportunities to stay?

Madam Chairperson, I ask that you and your

Commissioners think real hard about saying no to 400 beds this
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project could bring to this community, and the economic
benefits that follow projects of this size. Please help me
and others rebuild our city, our ward, by supporting the D.C.
corrections and rehabilitation center.

I thank you for your time. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Questions,
colleagues? Cross examination?

MR. RHETT: Mr. Fowlerton?

MR. FOWLER: Mr. Fowler.

MR. RHETT: Fowler. I'm sorry.

MR. FOWLER: That's okay.

MR. RHETT: Thank you. You said you were a
former corrections officer for Lorton?

MR. FOWLER: That's correct, sir.

MR. RHETT: Were you a member of the union, or
are you a member of the Corrections Workers Union?

MR. FOWLER: I was a member of the union with
DOC. I am a member of the union with CCA.

MR. RHETT: Are you familiar with the union
regulations on first right for union employees?

MR. FOWLER: No, I'm not.

MR. RHETT: That will be where any new jobs that

are created in the correction officers industry, former
employees from Lorton would actually get first shot at any
jobs that will become available.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: He didn't testify to that.
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We're going someplace different. The cross examination is
only on what he has testified to.

MR. RHETT: My apologies.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

MR. FOWLER: Thank you. Have a nice day.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Who is next?

MS. PAYNE: Good evening, Madam Chairperson.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: That's a good idea. The
mike will control who is next.

(Laughter.)

MINISTER PAYNE: I am speaking on behalf of
Reverend Anthony Motley of Redemption Ministry, who is not
able to be with us tonight, who has provided me with his
testimony, which you all should be getting copies of. I will
just briefly summarize because of the time.

My name is Minister Charice Payne. Tonight I
come to you, like many of my neighbors, friends, business
associates, and fellow community activists, to speak to you
about the proposed prison which is being considered for our
community. I, too, am opposed to a prison being built in our
community. I do not want a place where my brothers and
sisters, the youth, and women of our community will be
warehoused and relegated to a life of non-productivity with
little chance of rehabilitation and positive reentry into the
community.

On that note, we all are singing the same tune.
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However, because of unprecedented crises in which we find
ourselves, this war against drugs, violence, despair, and for
the lives of our souls of our people, I find it necessary to
look beyond myself, my despair, my personal comfort, and to
see the need of the masses.

Tonight, I am not here on behalf of any
corporation. I have not been hired to give this testimony,
nor have I been promised anything for being here. I am on
behalf of the numerous of young people, both male and female,
whom I have come into contact with and who are in the need of
discipline and structure in their lives.

I am here on behalf of those who are strung out
on drugs, such as crack cocaine and marijuana who spend most
of their time being high, stealing to keep that high, and
killing in order to maintain their illegal livelihood. These
young people are in need of something that only structure,
discipline, and stability can facilitate in changing their
lives.

I am here on behalf of grandparents who are
raising their children because the parents' lives have been
compromised by the ills of our society. Our people need a
chance to make it beyond the artificial ceilings that we as a
community have placed over them.

Many of us have written our young people off,
locking our doors in both the home and the church. We haven't

really taken the time to get to know them. Our youth are
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relying on one another for things family and community should
be providing for them.

However, because we have turned our backs on
them, the social, educational, environmental, and economic
conditions in which they find themselves confronting are both
overwhelming and destructive. Our young people need a chance
to be different. They need a chance to survive. They need a
chance to think. They need a chance to clear their minds of
drugs and alcohol. They need a chance to make it out of the
conditions we allow them to -- that we allow to overtake them.

Yes, I support the proposal to bring a
corrections facility to my community, with the fact that many
of our young women are bound by drugs and domestic abuse, and
many are selling their bodies to support their habits or
families.

Yes, I support the proposal to bring a
corrections treatment facility to the community, with the fact
that many of our youth are turning to negative behavior in
order to survive and thereby becoming caught up in judiciary
systems.

Yes, I support the proposal to bring a
correction and rehabilitation facility to my community with
the crisis in education and the fact that there exists more
discipline problems than academic progress and success in the
schools.

Yes, I support bringing a corrections training
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facility to my community. I would like to call it the
District of Columbia Community Corrections, Treatment,
Rehabilitation, and Training Facility. I would like to call
it that because that is what we need.

This is not based on what I see on television,
hear on the radio, read in the newspaper, or talk about on the
telephone or at meetings. This is a need that exists because
I see it and live it every day of my life in Ward 8.

I believe that based upon research and finding,
the Corrections Corporation of America, CCA, holds the same
philosophical opinion as I do, and that most of us do. They
are not in the business of warehousing people.

They are in the business of correcting negative
behavior, treating substance abuse, and addictive
rehabilitation -- transforming people into caring and
productive people, as well as empowering communities and
supporting the development of business ideas, products, and
services.

I am aware of many --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: We are at the end. We've
kind of overrun here. If you could maybe just --

MINISTER PAYNE: I was coming towards the end of
where I summarize. Is that okay, to finish the sentence, or
not?

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Yes, go ahead.

MINISTER PAYNE: Okay. I am aware of many
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points raised by those who oppose the prison being built.
However, please let us move from this term with its
historical, negative connotations to a more positive result-
oriented terminology.

Thank you for your time.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Questions,
colleagues? Any cross examination? All right. Thank you.

Anyone who wishes to testify on behalf should be
down here now. This is the end of those testifying in behalf.
Please continue.

MS. MOODY: Good evening, Madam Chair, and
Commissioners. I am Linda Hilliard Moody, former Ward 8
representative to the District of Columbia Board of Education,
a 32-year resident of Ward 8, Washington, D.C., the former
chairperson of the Ward 8 Correctional Facilities Fact-Finding
Task Force, testifying here tonight as a Ward 8 resident with
a varying degree of background and experience.

I am not testifying as an expert witness but as
a concerned citizen for my immediate community. Yes, I
chaired the task force. Yes, I visited correctional
facilities in various states. Yes, I received information
from various correctional facilities, corporations. Yes, I
actually visited D.C. prison located at Lorton compound. And
by no stretch of imagination do they even qualify as a
correctional facility.

Yes, I visited D.C. Jail, the correctional
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treatment facility, both located on Capitol Hill in
Washington, D.C. I witnessed the lackadaisical attitudes of
the inmates of Lorton and D.C. Jail versus the attitudes of
those who were in correctional facilities studying about
themselves, getting to know the inner person, acknowledging
that they created their own problems and had to change their
way of thinking in order to understand that no one in life
owes them anything.

I noticed the pride they had in keeping their
surroundings clean versus those at Lorton who sloth in filth.
Human beings on the inside were finding hope in having a
renewed life upon their return to society. I even noticed
people actually living near these facilities, cleaning their
yards, mowing their lawns, walking the streets near these

facilities, and going about their daily responsibilities.

They did not appear to be obsessed with the idea

that someone from these facilities would destroy their lives.
They were not obsessed with their property values going down
because they had lived here long enough to know that their
taxes were not impacted negatively.

However, where correctional facilities were
being built directly in neighborhoods, residents were finding
that the property values were increasing. There was no
increase in crime because of the added security traveling
through the community to and from work, which was generated by

the new facility.
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Human beings on the outside of the facilities
were finding renewed hope for survival in this life. They
were able to take care of themselves and families again. They
saw 1t as an opportunity for gainful employment for their
people. The community was being revived.

D.C. residents have arrived. D.C. residents who
have arrived don't fully understand or have forgotten what it
is like to be without and dependent on the welfare to take
care of your family, not knowing where the next meal will come
from. I am talking about keeping part of our tax dollars in
Washington, D.C., creating jobs.

To give you a clearer picture of Ward 8,
correctional facilities are not our only means of revenue or
economic revitalization. Fantastic housing developments are
coming online with people who are already employed.

Apartments are being renovated and rehabilitated. I don't
want you to think that we are dependent on this correctional
facility of our means of relief. It is part of a
comprehensive package.

Yes, we have people who loiter on the street
corners, just as they do in other parts of this city and in
some places worse than in Ward 8. I encounter people every
day who say they are looking for employment and want to work.
True, some of them are not ready for the workforce. I believe
that those of us who have an opportunity, as Joe Johnson does

and Dot Cranson does, should develop jobs and training
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opportunities to help others instead of complaining about the
less fortunate.

You name for me one corporation who is a for-
profit business that make a profit and put large sums in their
own pockets. And if they had the opportunity to, they would
do the same thing.

I have sat in a chair very similar to yours and
recognize that it is not always easy to make the decision
which is best for human beings, because there is so much
rhetoric with higher volume drowning out the solid majority.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Questions,
colleagues? Cross examination?

MR. RHETT: Ms. Moody?

MS. MOODY: Yes?

MR. RHETT: Good evening.

MS. MOODY: Good evening.

MR. RHETT: Just one question. Have you
received or been promised any financial remuneration from
either CCA, its parent organization, and/or a subsidiary, or
an agent?

MS. MOODY: No, sir. I have not received
anything that was of any benefit to me. In the report from
the task force, we have documentation to prove that we
requested of the 17 facilities that are correctional

institutions to visit their facilities and to provide us with
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information. One of those correctional facilities came
through. That was CCA. Another one promised but never came
through.

And the other 15 reported to us that they had
facilities ,but they were new, just beginning, and could not
afford to allow us an opportunity to come and visit.

We were a task force with no money to do
anything, so it was my responsibility, as chairperson, to
figure out a way to visit and get to know all of the
information that I could, or we could, about the facilities
that existed here in D.C. as well as in other parts of the
country.

MR. RHETT: Did your task force issue a
recommendation?

MS. MOODY: No, we did not. This is my personal
opinion here tonight.

MR. RHETT: Thank you very much, Ms. Moody.

MS. MOODY: You're welcome.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Next?

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: Ms. Moody, this is
Commissioner Johnson. I would just like to know, how was the
task force selected?

MS. MOODY: I have no idea how the task force
was selected. I received a letter from my council member
asking me if I would chair a committee -- a task force, and

she had already named the participants. You would have to ask
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her that.

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: One additional question, and
that is it. When you conducted your community hearing and for
the -- since the CCA council person doesn't take
responsibility, when you conducted your CCA public hearing,
where did you conduct those hearings?

MS. MOODY: The Ward 8 Correctional Facilities
Fact-Finding Task Force did not conduct CCA hearings. We
conducted community hearings. We held three as a matter of
fact, well publicized in advance to the community.

What we held the first time was an informational
hearing where we shared -- where we came in and shared with
the community what we had begun to find out, what the purpose
of the task force was, and to get feedback from the residents.
We held two hearings like that.

In the last hearing what we did, we asked the
community to come forth and testify and tell us what they
wanted to see. And our fact-finding report reveals the
results of all three of those hearings, and there was quite a
mixed reaction in each one of those hearings from the
individuals who were testifying.

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: Can you tell me the location
of those three hearings?

MS. MOODY: Yes. One of those hearings was held
at Ballou Senior High School. One hearing was held at Turner

Elementary School. And the other one was held at Birney
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Elementary School. The last one was at Birney, wherein we
brought in a panel of professionals, as a matter of fact, and
experts, as you all like to call them, to give us factual
information relative to data.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Okay. Thank you.

MS. MOODY: You're welcome.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: With that, let's move on.
Do you have another question?

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: One more gquestion. Who was
responsible for holding the meetings at St. Luke's?

MS. MOODY: That was the hearings from the
Federal Bureau of Prisons. That was not the Ward 8
Correctional Facilities Fact-Finding Task Force, and that was
in response to a prospectus trying to issue their -- yeah, the
environmental -- not environmental impact study, but it was an
impact study that they were going to conduct.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: All right. Thank you.

MS. MOODY: You're welcome. Thank you.

MS. CUTHBERT: Good evening. I am Mary
Cuthbert. I've been a resident of Ward 8 for the past 30 plus
years. I'm a former ANC Commissioner.

Good evening, Office of Planning. I do remember
working with them over the years.

I'm here in full support of the development of
Oxon Cove and to have it zoned M, Industrial. I'm also in

support for the correctional facility to be built on that
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parcel of land because that land is adjacent to no residential

facility. When we build -- a correctional facility is built
at that location, it would not have a -- it would have a

minimal impact on our residents in Ward 8.

Number one, it's about two and a half miles away

from the residential area. With the correctional facility
being there, it will help stabilize our community. It would
provide employment. It would provide educational skills for
our inmates. And it would also assist us in building our
economic development in Ward 8.

As you are aware, there is a possibility of
2,000 homes to be built in Ward 8 in the next two years. And
there is no way that a developer will invest his money in an
area that he doesn't think that he is going to get a return.

And with the new facility being there, where
there is jobs -- and when I say "jobs," I don't mean just
guards, security guards. We have case workers. We have
psychologists. We have attorneys. And many of them live in
Ward 8 right now, who will be getting employment someplace
close to home. So that's very important to our community.

And I do want to say to my colleagues who are

opposing this facility, I didn't get paid 12 pieces of silver,

and I resent that. I have worked hard in this community over

the years. I have opposed many issues. I have supported many

issues. And for them to feel that we have taken money to

support something that we feel that is beneficial to this
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community, I highly resent that.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Is there any
cross examination? Any cross examination?

MR. KINLOW: No offense. No offense, Ms.
Cuthbert. Question: have you ever visited any CCA
facilities?

MS. CUTHBERT: I was a member of the task force.

MR. KINLOW: 1I'll take that as a yes. Did you
ever personally pay for any trips to any of these CCA
facilities?

MS. CUTHBERT: I beg your pardon?

MR. KINLOW: Did you use any of your personal
funds to get to any of these CCA facilities?

MS. CUTHBERT: I was a member of the task force.

MR. KINLOW: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Commissioner Hood has one
question.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: I just wanted to know, how
many members were on the task force?

MS. CUTHBERT: There were seven -- five or
seven. Seven.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Seven? Did all seven
members visit the facility?

MS. CUTHBERT: We visited together as a group.

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.
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Please go on.

MR. LOCKRIDGE: Good evening. My name is
William Lockridge, and I'm representing an organization. My
name is William Lockridge, and I'm the Director and CEO of the
Washington Metropolitan Minority Contractors Association, and
I'm also a resident of Ward 8 and a homeowner.

Our association represents 35 active minority
contractors and 55 members overall. Three-fourths of the
members in our association have businesses located in Ward 8.
And we think that economic -- that this -- that we support
economic development in Ward 8, and we feel that this facility
will bring economic opportunities to contractors as well as
businesses, as well as jobs and job training opportunities for
the young people in Ward 8.

We have just helped finishing the development of
Walter Washington Estates. Our association did $6 million in
minority contracts on that job. We hired over 80 people out
of our community. So we understand that upwards of a
$50 million project, i1f that's not economic development, I
don't know what is.

When you bring $50 million into a community, in
the construction phase, you are creating jobs, you are
creating opportunities for job training, and you are creating
business opportunities, not to say that after the project is
built and the project is in operation that would create jobs

in some of the areas that Ms. Cuthbert mentioned, as well as
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the correctional officers.

I know of various projects in Ward 8, and I will
give you a rundown of some of those projects and the
developers. Well, I just mentioned Walter Washington Estates,
the 146 units; Valley Green, Scott Towers, which is Oxon Creek
Development, 410 units; William C. Smith in Oxon Run, 435
units; Camp Simms is in the process of possibly becoming a
shopping center with a cinema; Rockburn Estates, 243 rental
units; Stanton Hills, 310 rental units; Frederick Douglass,
Stanton, also with -- with the grant would bring over 500 and
some odd units for sale in this community.

If developers are moving to the suburb of Ward
8, which Ward 8 could be considered a suburb because of its
location and its shared economic impact with Maryland and
Virginia, that it is quite unique in the setting, that it
could be considered a suburb.

So there was a gentleman who came and talked
about urban areas. I don't doubt professionals, and I don't
doubt folk who come up and say that they know. But when you
live in Ward 8, you move in Ward 8, your life is in Ward 8,
you are involved in developing in Ward 8, you're involved in
community activities in Ward 8. I'm also the School Board
representative in Ward 8.

I see -- I thought I had five minutes as an
organization. Thank you, sir.

I see the total picture, and the total picture
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says to me that this community will only benefit from an
opportunity. People talk about businesses leaving Ward 8. If
you come out to Ward 8 now, you'll see that we lost CVS. We
lost a Safeway. We've lost a McDonald's. We lost Pep Boys.

We've been losing economic development
opportunities in our ward hand over fist, and it's not because
of the fact that we have a correctional facility that is being
proposed for Ward 8. It's because of a high rate of crime and
drugs in Ward 8, and our job and other opportunities can put
aside the drugs and the opportunities that young people don't
see. They can see an opportunity.

And the other point is that many of us who come
to the table and come and bring fear to our community because
that is what is happening here. People are bringing fear.
They are putting thoughts in the community's mind that this
project will only bring despair when it would not bring
despair; it will bring prosperity to our community.

It would also bring an opportunity for people to
stay close to their families, and people like myself, who are
activists in the community, who has been on the forefront
working understand what an opportunity is.

If some of the same folk that are sitting at the
table opposing this situation was out trying to create
opportunities in our community, maybe some of those same
businesses would still be in our community. And I doubt very

seriously whether many of them even shop in the community.
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And I say that very seriously because I don't see them
shopping in the community when I'm in the Murrays and when I
was in the Safeway.

So where other people think that this is not an
economic opportunity, ask the businessmen in Ward 8 and ask
people like myself who run organizations in Ward 8. We see
that very differently.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

(Applause.)

Any questions, colleagues? Any cross?

MR. KINLOW: Mr. Lockridge?

MR. LOCKRIDGE: Yes, sir.

MR. KINLOW: Do you have -- does your
organization have a memorandum of agreement or understanding
with CCA for a preference for jobs in case a contract is set?

MR. LOCKRIDGE: Like any good businessman, if an
opportunity comes to this community, we want to be at the
forefront of that opportunity. We wrote a memorandum of
understanding in good faith with CCA that if a facility is
built that the Minority Contractors Association, which Ward 8
is 99.9 percent minority, will participate and be the lead in
that opportunity.

So we did put ourselves in a position as
businessmen, like good businessmen should do, to take

advantage of an opportunity.
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MR. KINLOW: You are a member of the Board of
Education, that's correct?

MR. LOCKRIDGE: I am. That is true.

MR. KINLOW: Have you received any campaign
contributions from CCA, any subsidiaries, or Joe Johnson?

MR. LOCKRIDGE: No, I have not. And let me just
say, 1n answer to your question, just two weeks ago many
people sitting here saying "build schools and not correctional
facilities," I held a meeting in Ward 8, a joint meeting
between Ward 8 and Ward 2, and not one person who is crying
out "build schools and not jails" was at that meeting. And
that was the long-range facilities plan for Washington, D.C.
public schools.

If the interests of some of those individuals
who say they wanted schools built -- they would have been
crying out at that meeting like they're crying out this
evening.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: Mr. Lockridge?

MR. LOCKRIDGE: Yes, sir.

MR. O.V. JOHNSON: I just want to ask you one
question. Would your contractor and business associates also
be capable of constructing other kinds of development if it
was placed on this site?

MR. LOCKRIDGE: We would be able to construct or
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be involved in construction of any type construction project
in Ward 8. And every project that we are involved in -- not
only this one, but I'm talking about William C. Smith, I'm
talking about Frederick Douglass -- we're at the table right
now, just like we're at the table with CCA, trying to get a
position for minority contractors in Ward 8, because we
understand that we create jobs and we create business
opportunities for black businessmen in our ward.

And that is our goal, and we will continue to be
at the table with anybody in the ward. Yes, we will support
-- yes, we can build and support building anything from a
school to a church to homes to a correctional facility.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

Next?

MR. FOSTER: Good evening, Madam Chair, and
members of your business establishment. Okay? My name is
Samuel Foster, and I'm a Washingtonian. I was born and raised
here in Washington. There was no ward at the time that I was
born, so I don't look at it as a ward, but I have to now as
far as the politics.

So let's take the politics out of this and let's
come from experience. Okay?

My experience from institutions, I have been --
I did five years in the state penitentiary in Baltimore. The
penitentiary in Baltimore sits in the heart of Baltimore, the

state penitentiary. They don't have no problems. They
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haven't had no -- they have very few escapes.

I transferred from there down to Jessup.

Jessup, that I know of, only had about two escapes since they
build it. It was oppositions against that, but they built it.
All right?

The federal law says that each city must have a
penitentiary. Lorton is closing down. The folks don't want
us down there. It has to go somewhere. I'm not saying --
they done tried Ward 1, Ward 2, Ward 3, Ward 4, Ward 5, Ward
6, and Ward 7, which we've got sitting over here helping
people to opposition this project.

My thing is that I'm not getting paid for
talking the way I'm talking, and I don't care. All I care
about is the people whose lives that we're dealing with. I am
a reformed alcoholic and drug addict, and I was not
rehabilitated in no penitentiary. My rehabilitation came from
a treatment facility at St. Elizabeths where I did 18 months,
which was a five-year program.

And I know for a fact, treatment do work,
because from the age of 13 up to 26, I was on the other end of
this thing. I was robbing, stealing, and whatever I could --
the fast lane. Now I'm on the other end of trying to help
people to not go where I've been.

So if there's anybody who wants to ask me
anything, I'm sitting here. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Questions,
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colleagues? Cross examination? Thank you.

Please continue.

MS. GIBSON: Good evening.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Unfortunately, we do need to
get out of here, we've been told, by midnight. But I would
like to finish the last three folks that are testifying on
behalf of the applicant.

MS. GIBSON: My name is Theresa F. Gibson. I am
here tonight to present a brief testimony in support of the
correction facility in Ward 8, preferably the location being
presented tonight.

I am a case manager at CCA corrections treatment
facility. Most importantly, I am a long-time Ward 8 resident
and homeowner. One of CCA's employment qualifications for
case managers is that one must have a college degree. I am a
proud graduate of the University of the District Columbia,
Class of 1997.

I am honored to be given the opportunity to give
back to my community what I have gained from my bachelor's
degree and skills.

When you hear those who say that Ward 8
residents are not qualified to be employed in a correction
facility, please know that I am one of the many examples of
the employable residents in this great ward. CCA has, and
continues to employ qualified Ward 8 residents to work in its

facility.
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As a case manager, I see first hand the
desperate need for our inmates to remain in the District of
Columbia. I also served, prior to my employment, on the Ward
8 Correctional Facilities Fact-Finding Task Force.

As you heard from previous testimony, the task
force did an in-depth study of the impact of a correctional
facility in our community. With a correctional facility
located in our community, we may utilize the services they can
provide, such as street cleaning.

I am requesting you tonight to approve the
building and housing of some of our inmates, so that they may
maintain close ties to their families. This will not only
benefit the inmates and their families, but also benefit other
residents, such as myself, through employment possibilities.

Mr. Gregg Rhett asked a question: how can the
young people who graduate from Ballou and Eastern High School,
study hard, and commit no crime, benefit from this facility?
Mr. Rhett, it doesn't take a rocket scientist to answer this
question.

Young people who graduate from high school,
study hard, and commit no crime will be rewarded with jobs,
such as correctional officers, recreation coordinators, human
resource assistant, administrative assistant, case managers,
unit managers, program managers, assistant warden commanders,
and, yes, even the warden's position may be available.

Some attorney who spoke earlier who doesn't live
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in our ward testified what -- excuse me -- testified about
having a hospitality business in Ward 8 to hire our residents.
Well, I think it's better to hire case managers and
correctional officers to be promoted to program managers and
commanders, rather than hire dishwashers who can be promoted
to maids.

In closing, I thank you for taking the time to
hear all testimonies and decide on what is best for the
community as a whole and not just a chosen few. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Questions,
colleagues? Cross? Try to be brief, since we need to get out
of here.

MR. KINLOW: Okay. Just two questions. Ms.
Gibson, you were on the correctional -- Ward 8 Correctional
Task Force?

MS. GIBSON: I was.

MR. KINLOW: TIs that correct? And you work as a
case manager right now, is that correct?

MS. GIBSON: I do now.

MR. KINLOW: And who do you work for?

MS. GIBSON: I said that, CCA CTF.

MR. KINLOW: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

MR. NEVERSON: Good evening, Madam Chairman,
ladies and gentlemen. My name is Norman C. Neverson. I live

at 2136 Sudberry Place, N.W., Washington, D.C.
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I'm here as the chairperson for the City-Wide
Coalition to Keep Our Families Together. I want to be very
specific. I'm here in support of the building of a
correctional facility in Washington, D.C., maybe it be Oxon
Cove or Ward 4 or Ward 3. It is part of my belief that we
must support and take care of our own.

I want to change the approach for my five
minutes. I don't feel as though I'm an expert in economic
development, but I do believe I have some expertise in
compassion for humanity.

As a 54-year old African-American male, in my
lifetime I have seen what happens when those of us who are
supposed to be middle class look down upon those who perhaps
have not arrived. The history of African-American --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Excuse me. Let me just
interrupt you, and I -- I see some people leaving. This is
going to continue on Thursday. We do want to hear the rest of
the testimony tonight for those in support. Those in
opposition will be held Thursday, but the meeting is changing
locations. It's going back to 441 4th Street on the second
floor in our normal hearing room.

So those of you who are leaving and coming back
to testify on Thursday, I just wanted to make sure I got that
information out. Thank you.

I'm sorry.

MR. NEVERSON: TI've forgotten where I was,
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temporarily. I was saying to those of us who are here that as
an African-American male I am very sensitive to those who
proclaim to be middle class Americans who look down upon those
who perhaps have made a misstep.

The question that the City-Wide Coalition asked
is this: 1s our cause just in asking the District of Columbia
to support and take care of its own? Yes, our cause is just.

To you, our Commissioners who will vote on this
issue, I remind you, 45 years ago, almost today, before that

great Supreme Court tribunal came the Brown v. Board decision.

That decision was based on what was right, what was best for
humanity, and the issue we face today is what is right for
people, what is right for human beings, what is right for
generations to come.

In our lifetime, we will applaud the fact that
we had enough courage on this day, on May 24, 1999, to say,
yes, we support the building of a facility in Washington,
D.C., the Oxon Cove project, so we, the people, will take care
of our own.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Any questions,
colleagues? Any cross examination? Thank you.

Last but not least, I think for this evening --

MR. LITTLEJOHN: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you for waiting and

being so very patient.
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MR. LITTLEJOHN: Thank you. No problem at all.
There will be three changes in my testimony you can note from
your notes.

My name is Roosevelt Littlejohn, Jr. I've been
an employee of the District of Columbia Department of
Corrections and the Corrections Corporation of America.

I have 17 years of experience in the custody and
care of inmates. I am now the president of the National
Professional Corrections Employees Union, Local 1, of the AFL-
CIO, which represents the men and women employed by the
Corrections Corporation of America at the District
Correctional Treatment Facility.

The construction of a prison within the District
of Columbia has always been a topic of heated discussion,
testimony, and debate. The arguments for and against the
construction of a correctional facility anywhere usually boils
down to "not in my neighborhood." Most often, the passions
that support the "not in my neighborhood" sidespring from
prejudices against the inmates and assumptions about the
danger the facility poses to the people who live near it.

Those in favor of the facility usually have some
personal interest in its construction. They may have
relatives in prison who may be moved to a facility which is
more convenient for them to visit. They may be advocates of
prisoners or individuals who believe the new facility may

provide job opportunities.
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My organization represents the people who work
in the correctional treatment facility near Capitol Hill. We
hope to represent the hundreds of newly-employed men and women
who will work at the facility to be built near the Oxon Cove.

We have experience with the construction and
management of correctional facilities. We know the inmates
who populate those structures and have some understanding of
the threats they may or may not pose to those people who live
near them.

Our experience has shown us that the economic
benefits generated by the hundreds of new jobs and the
improved opportunities for family supports of inmates housed
near the communities where they were born make the presence of
the properly operated and maintained facilities a very
positive benefit for the community where it is isolated -- I
mean, where it is located.

In fact, when I was employed with Department of
Corrections, our union met with people who live near the
Lorton correctional facility to discuss the proposal to close
it. We discovered that most nearby residents did not want the
prison closed. They cited it as a clean industry which did
not contribute to traffic congestion or pollute the
environment .

While the local media made a great deal of
escapes, nearby residents understood that escapes were anxious

-- escapees were anxious to leave the area of the prison and
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posed little threat to those nearby.

The Oxon Cove proposal is for a facility of
1,280 low security medium inmates who are now incarcerated at
Lorton. When this part of the Lorton complex closes, as many
as 500 more correctional positions will be lost. However, the
Federal Bureau of Prisons requires the private operator of the
proposed facility to provide those RIF'd employees the right
of first refusal for those jobs in the new facility.

If the Oxon Cove project is approved, those
employees will have a chance to continue to employ --

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Can you wind this up, sir,
please?

MR. LITTLEJOHN: Sure.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you.

MR. LITTLEJOHN: -- in the profession. For
instance, the starting salary for a correctional officer will
be $35,447, which is more than $9,000 higher than the starting
salary of $26,422 for the correctional officers hired by
Department of Corrections.

It is extremely difficult to find jobs that pay
more than $35,000 for someone who only has a high school
diploma. It is for those reasons that I urge you to approve
the plan to build a proposed correctional facility at the Oxon
Hill Cove site.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Thank you. Right in the
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nick of time. Any questions, colleagues? Any cross
examination?

MR. RHETT: I just have a couple of questions,
if T may, of Mr. Littlejohn, please.

MR. LITTLEJOHN: Yes.

MR. RHETT: Mr. Littlejohn, do you live in Ward

87

MR. LITTLEJOHN: No, I don't.

MR. RHETT: Do you live in the District of
Columbia?

MR. LITTLEJOHN: No, I don't.

MR. RHETT: How many members are there of your
union?

MR. LITTLEJOHN: 410.

MR. RHETT: Of that 410 members, what percentage
would you guess are actually District of Columbia residents?

MR. LITTLEJOHN: I'd say 65.

MR. RHETT: 65 percent? And in your testimony
you -- 65 total or 65 percent?

MR. LITTLEJOHN: 65 percent.

MR. RHETT: All right. Thank you. And in your
testimony, you talked about the right to first refusal.

MR. LITTLEJOHN: Yes.

MR. RHETT: The members of your local, in fact,
if any correction workers' jobs do come about at this

facility, they would have the first right of refusal, is that
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correct?

MR. LITTLEJOHN: If it's in the District.

MR. RHETT: 1If it's in the District of Columbia.

MR. LITTLEJOHN: Right.

MR. RHETT: And, in essence, there really won't
be any new jobs created, just a transfer of those that were
RIF'd in previous jobs, is that correct?

MR. LITTLEJOHN: No. First right of refusal
comes with the Federal Bureau of Prisons. Then, second comes
the Ward 8, and then third comes those that will -- in the
correction field that apply for the jobs.

MR. RHETT: But the majority of the experienced
workers with certain -- this will be something they will be
applying for?

MR. LITTLEJOHN: Probably so.

MR. RHETT: Because of the high salary range?

MR. LITTLEJOHN: Well, hopefully, it will apply
to the CTF as well.

MR. RHETT: And one more. You have been doing
this for 14 years?

MR. LITTLEJOHN: 17.

MR. RHETT: 17? You worked at different
institutions?

MR. LITTLEJOHN: Yes. Department of Human
Services, Oak Hill, and maximum security at Lorton, and D.C.

Jail, and then the Correctional Treatment Facility.
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MR. RHETT: Could you tell me, please, the
difference between the inmates that are housed in a prison and
inmates that are housed in a correctional treatment facility?

MR. LITTLEJOHN: Well, you'll find that most of
the inmates at Lorton are stagnant. They don't have
structured activities or courses that they are involved in,
where at the Correctional Treatment Facility, where I was one
of the first employees to start there, we would train into the
treatment aspect of it.

So coming from the District corrections over to
the Correctional Treatment Facility, you had to go through a
lot of retraining into treatment more so than the prison
setting of corrections.

MR. RHETT: Thank you very much.

MR. LITTLEJOHN: Okay. I just wanted -- to an
issue he asked earlier, I was one of the founding members of
the Fraternal Order of Police with the Department of
Corrections. The officer here couldn't answer it.

MR. RHETT: Yes, that's why I let it go.

MR. LITTLEJOHN: Oh, okay.

MR. RHETT: Yes.

MR. LITTLEJOHN: But it's just that the first
right of refusal would be there, but you won't have employees
left for there to be anybody to come over, because they will
all be gone. They went from 4,300 employees down to 1,200.

MR. RHETT: Where did they go?
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MR. LITTLEJOHN: They all resigned or quit or
were RIF'd. So they're unemployed right now.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: Commissioner Franklin had
one more question.

COMMISSIONER FRANKLIN: Mr. Littlejohn, could
you describe the program of the University of the District of
Columbia in Lorton?

MR. LITTLEJOHN: I don't have that much
knowledge of that program.

COMMISSIONER FRANKLIN: Thank you.

MR. LITTLEJOHN: I only worked at the maximum
security, and we didn't have it there.

COMMISSIONER FRANKLIN: Okay.

MR. LITTLEJOHN: At Lorton.

COMMISSIONER FRANKLIN: Thank you.

MR. LITTLEJOHN: Uh-huh.

CHAIRPERSON KRESS: All right. Thank you.

This hearing will thereby be continued until
Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at 441 4th Street on the second floor in
our regular hearing room.

(Whereupon, at 12:10 a.m., the proceedings in

the above-entitled matter went off the record.)
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